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Businesses protest potential end of express bus 


Transit authority says 
ridership figures 
aren't keeping pace 


By Michael J. Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


Most days there are 15 riders 
on the bus from Springfield to 
Heritage Hall, according to Judye 
Campbell. What will they do if the 
bus stops running? 

Campbell, a nurse at the as- 


Budget 
adopted 


after cuts 
of $375K 


By Michael J. Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


Not much changed in four 
days. After voting 6-3 to reject 
even an amended version of the 
mayors proposed budget on June 
19, the City Council reconvened 
on Thursday, June 22, made most 
of the same amendments, and 
passed the budget by a 6-2 vote. 

Mayor Richard Cohen said 
this week that he will live with the 
budget as amended. 

"Its 0.04 percent of the entire 
budget, he said of the cuts. “To 
cut $375,000 from a $90 million 
budget is like throwing a pebble 
in the ocean. It's a game and they 
play it every year. 'Ihis is nothing 
more than grandstanding by the 
council.’ 

At last Thursdays meeting, 
the council re-adopted, in 8-0 
votes, most of the amendments 
that Councilor Christopher John- 
son had proposed at the original 
budget hearing on June 19. Those 
measures included limiting the 
mayors executive authority to 
transfer funds within department 
budgets to sums under $1,000; 
and cuts of $50,000 from the mo- 
tor vehicle maintenance fuel ac- 
count and $25,000 from the Town 
Hall heat and power account. 

Only eight councilors voted on 
the budget because Councilors 
George Bitzas, Paul Cavallo and 
Donald Rheault were not present 
at the June 22 meeting. 

At the Monday meeting, the 
council had agreed to Johnson's 
motion to cut the mayor's blight- 
ed properties redevelopment ac- 
count entirely, but on Thursday 
Council President James Cichetti 
said the mayor had asked that it 
be cut in half — from $100,000 to 
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sisted living facility who has de- 
pended on buses to take her to 
work for 11 years, asked the Pio- 
neer Valley Transit Authority on 
Mondaynot to cut its RI4E route 
in Agawam. Eliminating the bus, 
which serves Heritage Hall and 
the industrial park, is one of 22 
potential cuts the PVTA is con- 
sidering as it struggles to bridge a 
budget deficit. 

Joshua Rickman, planning 
and operations director for the 
Springfield-based transit author- 
ity, said that while ridership fluc- 


tuates from day to day and month 
to month, farebox reciepts paint 
a much different picture. He said 
R14E is serving as few as 3.3 riders 
per trip some months. Between 
July 2016 and April 2017, the last 
month for which statistics are 
available, no month saw more 
than 6.7 riders per trip, he said. 
That compares with a fairly 
steady ridership of 9 or 10 riders 
per trip on the R14 route, the bus 
from Springfield to Feeding Hills, 
and 14 to 20 riders per month on 
R10, the route from Springfield 


to Westfield via Route 20 in West 
Springfield. 

But for those who use the R14E 
route, it is essential, Campbell 
said. 

"If it stopped running, Id have 
to stop working, she said at a 
public hearing Monday on poten- 
tial service cuts. 

Ira Schoenberger, executive di- 
rector at Heritage Hall North, said 
losing bus service would "have a 
tremendous impact on our work- 
force. 

He noted that the Heritage 


Hall campus employs 1,000 work- 
ers and has 400 residents, many of 
whom he said depend upon the 
bus. 

R14E is one of several routes 
being considered for cuts or elim- 
ination. Ridership is down 7.4 
percent systemwide, while fuel 
costs, union-negotiated wages 
and inflation are up over the past 
few years, said Rickman. Depend- 
ing on the level of state aid and 
federal grants the PVTA receives 





during the Agawam Public Library’s “Read Local” author fair on Monday, June 26. More photos and details on future Summer Reading Program events, page 7. 
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Teacher caps 35-year 
‘building’ career at AHS 


By Mike Lydick 
aan@turley.com 





en John Korbut was 
hired as an automo- 
tive teacher at Aga- 


wam High School, his goal was 
to teach students some practical, 
hands-on skills they could use in 
life or in work. 

That remained his objective 
over the next 35 years until his 
retirement this week, even as 
computers began playing a big- 
ger role in student learning. 

“Computers are great, but to 
actually build things, you still 
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need to use your hands, said 
Korbut last week as he was clean- 
ing up his shop area, preparing 
for the end of school -- and the 
end of his teaching career. 

Many of the skills Korbut 
taught students he learned from 
his father while growing up 
in Chicopee. But it was a high 
school guidance counselor who 
urged Korbut to become what 
was then called an industrial arts 
— or shop — teacher. 

The only college in the area 
that then offered an industrial 
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John Korbut sits in front of rows of computers that replaced the drafting tables 
that students used when he started teaching industrial arts at Agawam High 
School, 35 years ago. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 


In a recent edition of the Agawam Advertiser 
News, one of the subjects of a group photograph 
could be seen making an obscene gesture. This de- 
tail should have been caught, and the photograph 
omitted, before the newspaper went to print. We 
apologize to all readers who were offended by the 
photograph. 
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Pool open now, spray park Saturday 


Christopher Sparks, director of 
parks and recreation in Agawam, 
recently announced the hours of op- 
eration and regulations for the Perry 
Lane Pool and School Street Spray 
Park. 

Perry Lane Pool is open as of June 
28 starting at 9 a.m. Monday through 
Friday for Perry Lane Camp; and 3:30 
to 5 p.m. for public swim. The pool 
is open Saturdays and Sundays from 
noon to 5 p.m. for public swim. Daily 
pool passes are $1 per person and may 
be purchased at the pool from the life- 
guard on duty. 

Children under the age of 16 must 
be accompanied by an adult. Dispos- 
able diapers are not permitted in the 
pool at any time; a cloth diaper with 
rubber pants or "swimmies" diapers 
are recommended. Flotation devices 
are not permitted, and anyone with a 
communicable disease is not permit- 
ted in the pool. Swimmers must show- 
er before entering the pool. The pool 
may be closed due to extreme weath- 
er, special events or emergencies. The 
pool director or head lifeguard on 
duty has authority over all pool rules 
and closures. 

The School Street Spray Park is 
open daily July 1 through Labor Day 





The spray park at School Street Park will open daily starting July 1. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 
PHOTO BY MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 


from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Children under 
the age of 12 must be supervised by a 
parent or guardian at all times. Run- 
ning is not allowed, as wet surfaces 
are slippery. Disposable diapers are 
not permitted at any time. A cloth di- 
aper with rubber pants or “swimmies” 
diapers are required. 


Glass containers, food and bev- 


erages, skateboards, bikes, scooters, 
animals and pets are not allowed in 
the spray park. Anyone with a com- 
municable disease or illness is not 
permitted. 

To report any problems, notify the 
Parks and Recreation Department at 
413-821-0514. In case of emergency, 
call 911. 


Navy Co. 125 to celebrate 60th reunion Tuesday 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — Members and families of 


men who were part of the Greater Springfield Honor 
Guard, also known as U.S. Navy Company 125, are in- 
vited to attend a reunion and wreath-laying Tuesday, 
July 4, at 11 a.m. at the Big E's Avenue of Flags, off Me- 
morial Avenue in West Springfield. 

Company 125 was sworn in on July 4, 1957, at the 
Eastern States Exposition grounds, by Gov. Foster Fur- 
colo. The company attended boot camp in Bainbridge, 
Md. 

Most were from Western Massachusetts; some were 
from northern Connecticut and southern Vermont. 
They were joined in Bainbridge by several men from the 
Philadelphia area. Upon their September 1957 gradua- 
tion, they were airlifted back to Westover Air Reserve 
Base, and provided color guard for the governors ofthe 


Family Owned 


six New England states for the next 10 days, marching 
in the daily parade. 

Now, 60 years later, they will be joined for a July 
4th reunion by their company commander, Kenneth 
Hagan. Two of the honor guard members will be hon- 
ored — James Edes, who died from injuries sustained 
in Vietnam, and Joseph Walski, who was lost on the 
USS Thresher off the coast of Massachusetts in 1963. 
This event is open to the public and all branches of the 
military. 

All are invited to honor the dedication and sacrifices 
ofthe men and women who serve. After the ceremony, 
the American Legion on Springfield Street, Agawam, 
will host a luncheon for the Company 125 veterans and 
their families. 
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Playground * Forest Blend * Topsoil * 


Now CARRYING DECORATIVE STONE 


We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 


ine us on: 


Seasoned Firewood Ki facebook, 


and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


...and better rates! 
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* 1.30% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective as of June 28, 2017. Minimum opening deposit is $1,000. Minimum daily balance to obtain 
APY is $0.01. $250,000 maximum deposit per household for 16-month term only. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Automatically 
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Summer Cookout! OFFTHERECORD DJTOM 
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New trash program starts 


Trash collection routes, days and pro- 
cedures will change throughout Agawam 
next week. 

By June 28, all residents living in single- 
to four-family homes eligible for curbside 
collection of trash, recycling, yard waste 
and bulk collection should receive two 
wheeled carts — a 65-gallon toter for week- 
ly trash disposal and a 95-gallon toter for 
biweekly recycling pickup. The carts are 
being provided by the town, with curbside 
delivery throughout the month of June. 

Use of these toters for trash and recy- 
cling will be mandatory beginning Mon- 
day, July 3. Rather than emptying trash bins 
manually, the new toters are designed to be 
lifted by a mechanical arm attached to the 
garbage truck, making the collection pro- 
cess more efficient. 

Carts should be placed curbside with 
the arrows on the lid of the cart pointing 
toward the street, and handles and wheels 
facing the house. Carts should be placed 
no more than 2 feet from the street, with at 
least 2 feet between each other and 4 feet 
from all parked cars and permanent struc- 
tures. 

Route changes: Although trash will 
continue to be collected weekly, the routes 
will change next week. Residents should 
pay particular attention to the new collec- 
tion schedule, available at agawam.ma.us/ 
news/FeedID-826. All routes have been 
redesigned to operate more efficiently and 
most trash days and recycling weeks have 
been changed. Routes will now be run five 
days a week, rather than four. Trash will 
continue to be collected weekly, recycling 
every other week. Due to the change in 
recycling collection weeks, blue bins may 
be used for any overflow recycling on res- 
idents first scheduled recycling collection 
day in July. 

Holiday delays: Six times each year, 
collections may be delayed by a day. There 
will be no trash or recycling pickups on 
New Years Day, Memorial Day, Indepen- 
dence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas; any scheduled for those days, 
and all remaining collections for that week, 
will take place the following day. For those 
six weeks, Friday's collection will take place 
on Saturday. 

Excess trash: In the event a resident 
has trash in excess of the 65-gallon cart, 
trash must be bagged in an official, green 
town overflow bag. Bags are now on sale in 
rolls of five for $15 at Geissler’s and Rocky's 
Ace Hardware in Agawam; Stop & Shop in 
Feeding Hills; and Big Y stores in Westfield 
and West Springfield. 

Old bins and barrels: Residents are 
encouraged to find an alternate use for 
old trash barrels and recycling bins. Yard 
waste stickers will be available at the DPW, 
while supplies last, for barrels being reused 
for yard waste collection. Residents with a 
damaged container or who no longer wish 
to keep their container can leave it out for a 
one-time collection during the week of July 
17-21. Residents are asked to leave unwant- 
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Agawam's curbside trash and recycling service 
will begin using wheeled toters, provided by the 
town, in July. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


ed containers empty and upside down on 
their new scheduled trash collection day. 

Yard waste: Residents will also see 
a change in their yard waste collection 
schedule. Under-utilized yard waste col- 
lections in the months of July, August and 
September have been eliminated; curbside 
pickup of yard waste will resume on recy- 
cling dates starting Oct. 16 and continuing 
biweekly until Dec. 8. Another four rounds 
of yard waste collections will be scheduled 
in the spring. Residents with yard waste 
during the summer months can visit the 
DPW office at 1000 Suffield St., Agawam, 
to pick up a free pass to the Springfield Re- 
gional Compost Site on Bondis Island. 

Bulk waste: Bulk collection will con- 
tinue to be provided six times per year. Al- 
though the weeks scheduled for collection 
have been noted on the collection calendar, 
residents must call Republic Services at 
413-557-6700 to schedule an appointment 
two weeks prior to the collection weeks. 
Any bulk items not scheduled will not be 
collected and may result in a fine if left on 
the tree belt. The town has also negotiated 
with Republic Services to collect toilets, 
sinks and carpeting at a minimal fee of $5 
per item. 

More information: Attached to each 
recycling cart, upon delivery, is a litera- 
ture bag with a “Guide to Automated Trash 
and Recycling Collection” Residents are 
encouraged to review this guide for addi- 
tional information regarding placement 
of trash and recycling carts, single stream 
recycling, damaged carts and frequently 
asked questions. All additional questions 
should be directed to the Department of 
Public Works at 413-821-0600 or recycle@ 
agawam.us. Any resident of a single-, two-, 
three- or four-family unit who has not re- 
ceived new wheeled trash and recycling 
carts by June 28 should contact the Depart- 
ment of Public Works. 


sacred Heart rosary program starts July 18 


A new program, “Hail Mary, Holy Bible; 
will be held in the Sacred Heart Parish Cen- 
ter, 1061 Springfield St., Feeding Hills, for 
five consecutive Tuesdays starting July 18 
running through Aug. 15. Those interested 
may register for the 10 a.m. to noon session 
or the one offered from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 


Great Menu 
New Ice Cream Flavors 


Pony Rides Fridays 4-8 pm 


$5.00 (weather permitting) 


258 Feeding Hills Rd. 
Southwick ¢ 569-1700 
We're Just Up the Hill 


VT NAVIS GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 


The cost for materials is $18. 

All are welcome, whether new to pray- 
ing the rosary or those who have been do- 
ing so for years. To register, call Julie Prats 
or Deb Briancesco, pastoral ministers, at 
413-786-8200, ext. 3. 
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Mayor, school officials look 
at Plan B to build new ECC 


By Michael J. Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


Despite the City Councils rejection 
of funding for schematics for a new Ear- 
ly Childhood Center, both the mayor and 
school officials plan to continue pushing 
for a replacement to the Perry Lane pre- 
school. 

Whether that means the current pro- 
posal or something entirely new isnt clear. 

“Were going to have to sit down and 
look at it; said Mayor Richard Cohen this 
week. “All the people on that [building] 
committee are going to have to sit down 
and come up with an approach.’ 

The council voted on June 19 and June 
22 to amend the towns capital improve- 
ment budget to eliminate $150,000 to plan 
for a new ECC. Councilor Christopher 
Johnson, who sponsored the amendment, 
said it didnt make sense for the council to 
take a majority vote to spend money on the 
project without any guarantee that a super- 
majority would vote to pass construction 
bonds. Without at least eight votes pledged 
to support the ECC, said Johnson, the town 
would be wasting $150,000 on plans that 
would simply sit on a shelf. 

Following the June 22 vote, incoming 
School Superintendent Steve Lemanski in- 
dicated that he would ask the ECC Building 
Committee to put together a bonding pack- 
age including both the schematics and an 
estimate of the construction cost. 

The building committee had canceled 
a planned June 20 presentation by Ha- 
beeb and Associates, the architecture firm 
working with the School Department on 
ECC plans. Habeeb was expected to pres- 
ent a new proposal that would include 
preschool classrooms only, addressing the 
overcrowding at Perry Lane without mov- 
ing kindergartners into the building, as in 
the original proposal from 2015. 

The kindergarten-and-preschool build- 
ing had been estimated to cost as much 
as $26 million, a figure that Cohen said he 
didn't support and that current School Su- 
perintendent William Sapelli had said was 
unlikely to gain council backing. The pre- 
school-only building was expected to come 
in somewhere between $8 million and $12 
million, depending on what features the 
town asked Habeeb to include. 

Cohen said Johnson's proposal that the 
town take out bonds before funding the de- 
sign of the building is “ridiculous.” 


“In order to know what we need to 
bond, we need to have a plan and we need 
to know what it’s going to cost,’ Cohen said. 
“Now what are we going to do? Bond the 
ECC and just pick a number out of the air? 
I dont know what the exact number is, do 
you? ... You cant bond a number you dont 
have. I don't think it's fiscally responsible.’ 

He noted that when the town voted on 
renovating the Agawam High School ath- 
letic facilities — a project approved by the 
City Council — plans were drawn up first, 
funded by the capital improvement budget, 
before bonding the construction costs. 

The defeat of the design funding might 
open the door to a change in the towns ap- 
proach to its preschool needs, Cohen add- 
ed. 

"One of the things I'm pursuing is how 
we can do it with existing space, he said. “I 
think the contingency [plan] could be what 
space we have at the high school that we 
arent using. 

Pre-kindergarten classes in Agawam 
have been held in what was originally 
billed as a "temporary" structure at Perry 
Lane Park since the 1990s. Teachers have 
long complained of a space shortage in the 
building, with hallways being used as class 
and office space. In recent years, two pre- 
school classrooms have been moved off- 
site to elementary schools. 

Sapelli has said the elementary schools, 
which serve kindergarten through grade 
4, are already crowded, with "specialist" 
teachers — subjects such as art — having 
to travel from room to room with their ma- 
terials on a cart. To give each teacher an 
individual classroom, kindergarten would 
have to move out, he said. 

The School Committee voted last year 
to support building a kindergarten and pre- 
school building on what is now the front 
lawn of Agawam Junior High School. Sapel- 
li said the preschool-only building would 
be built on the same site, and designed in 
such a way that it could be expanded in the 
future to accommodate kindergarten. 

The City Council voted twice to reject 
the design funding because it was attached 
to the town budget as an amendment, and 
council initially rejected the entire budget 
at its June 19 meeting. At both meetings, 
councilors Robert Rossi and Richard Ther- 
oux opposed the cut. Councilor Anthony 
Suffriti joined the opposition on the second 
vote. 


Theme park fireworks start Sunday 


Six Flags New England will celebrate 
Americas independence during a three- 
day Coca-Cola Fourth Fest, July 2-4. 

The theme park at 1623 Main St., Aga- 
wam, will offer free admission to all active 
and retired military, with valid identifica- 
tion, on those three days. A 15-minute fire- 
works display will begin at 9:30 each eve- 
ning, Sunday to Tuesday. Other events and 
promotions will also take place in the park 
on all three days. 

On Sunday, July 2, Six Flags will host 
One Call Away, which will provide resourc- 
es, counselors and activities for guests 
and military families. One Call Away is 
a non-profit organization that provides 
counseling, support and financial services 


to active military, veterans and families 
suffering from post-traumatic stress disor- 
der. 

"One Call Away Foundation is proud 
to partner with Six Flags New England as 
we celebrate active and retired military to- 
gether, said David Sutton, president and 
founder of One Call Away, and a resident 
of Southwick. "Ihe foundation wishes to 
help grow the general publics awareness of 
PTSD and Six Flags New England is a per- 
fect place to accomplish this initiative. To- 
gether we can help our men and women in 
uniform, and assist any veteran in distress 
as a community. 

For more information, visit www.six- 
flags.com. 


E. Cecchi Farms 1131 SPRINGFIELD STREET 


FEEDING HiLLs, Mass. w “Everything you'd grow if you bad forty acres." 
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Opinion 
Democracy ailing? 
That’s ‘fake news’ 


H appy birthday, America. Will this be your last? 


Both sides of an increasingly wide political 

divide have been saying, for years, that were 

living in the end times of American democracy. That’s 

not to say they agree, even on that; after all, they tend 

not to say it at the same time. They tend only to say it 

when their opponents are the ones getting room ser- 
vice at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Theyre wrong. As we get ready to celebrate our 
independence for the 241st year, Americans remain 
united, more deeply than we realize, in a shared com- 
mitment to rule of law and constitutional govern- 
ment. As long as we hold on to those first principles, 
the American experiment is in no danger of failing. 

Certainly we are no more divided today than we 
were in the 1850s and '60s, when parts of the coun- 
try felt that their political differences with the powers 
in Washington, D.C., were so profound and intracta- 
ble that parts of the country threatened — and then 
fought — to secede. 

Nor, in many ways, are we more divided than in the 
1950s and '60s, when Washington had to send federal 
troops to the South to enforce equality laws against 
the rabid opposition of local (white) political leaders. 
Say what you will about Bush or Obama or Trump, 
each of whom has taken his turn at being heralded the 
demise of democracy, but none of them has found it 
necessary to call in the National Guard over the objec- 
tion of state and local elected officials. 

Yes, we are divided, and in some ways we are more 
divided than we were 50 years ago; it's often com- 
mented that we insulate ourselves in ideological “echo 
chambers" where we only read news sources and cre- 
ate Internet communities that agree with us polit- 
ically. But how much diversity of thought was there, 
really, back when all the dads in the neighborhood 
had grown up in town, all worked at the mill down the 
street and all belonged to the same union? How unit- 
ed were we back when every immigrant group cen- 
tered its sociallife on an ethnically segregated parish? 

American politics has always been a rough sport. 
Todays push-pollers, lobbyists and donation bun- 
dlers are no more cynical and machiavellian than 
yesterdays ward heelers, political "machine" bosses 
or smoke-filled-room kingmakers. The conspiracy 
theories and slander on the Internet today aren't too 
different from what passed for journalism in the free 
press of the 1790s. Nor — as in President John Adams 
signing of the Alien and Sedition Acts, criminalizing 
strident political speech — is a press corps and White 
House openly at war with one another anything new. 

Yet today we think of the early republic, the Union 
of Lincolns time, and even the good old days of the 
1950s — "good" if you were a white male — as healthy 
times for democracy. And in a way, they were; in the 
end, the voice of the majority was heard. As it contin- 
ues to be today, no matter how long and messy the 
process may seem. 

Happy birthday, America. Youre not perfect but 
that's OK. Youre still growing, year by year. 


Tell us what you think. Send letters to the editor to 
aan@turley.com. 


Let us know 


The Agawam Advertiser News, your com- 
munity newspaper, welcomes letters, submis- 
sions, photographs and news tips from resi- 
dents of Agawam and Feeding Hills. 

The best way to contact us is by telephone, 
413-786-7747, or email, aan@turley.com. 

We can also be reached by fax at 413-786- 
8457 and by mail at Turley Publications, 380 
Union St., W. Springfield, MA 01089. 

Advertising Representative John Baskin can 
be reached at jbaskin@turley.com or 413-786- 
7747, ext. 305. 

Managing Editor Michael J. Ballway can be 
reached at mballway@turley.com or 413-786- 
7747, ext. 301. 

Sports Editor David Forbes can be reached 
at dforbes@turley.com or 413-283-8393, ext. 
Dy 

Our office is open Monday through Thurs- 
day mornings, and other weekday times by ap- 
pointment. 
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Letters to the Editor 





Council was wrong to cut ECC design budget 


As a member of the Early Childhood 
Center Building Committee, I cant for the 
life of me understand why the City Coun- 
cil, by a majority vote, cut the $150,000 out 
of the capital improvement budget for de- 
tailed schematics of the Early Childhood 
Center, and why the existence of the com- 
mittee and the process used was criticized. 

The Early Childhood Center Building 
Committee was formed to investigate the 
needs of the early childhood program with 
regard to space, formulize those needs and 
communicate those needs, which includ- 
ed requesting funding for the project. The 
committee will continue to exist because 
the need for a new facility is critical, and at 
the same time it will keep the importance 
of the project in the public's eye. 

Requesting the $150,000 for schematic 
design was so that the council would have 
a more exact dollar amount as to what the 
project would cost, instead of working with 
a rounded figure that could have been too 
high. 

I believe that it was said during the June 
19 meeting that the committee was put- 
ting the cart before the horse — I disagree! 
Wouldnt the council want ot know what a 
project would cost before approving fund- 
ing for the actual project? I believe that 
this council sought funding for a formal 
design for the football field before approv- 
ing the actual funding for the project. Yet 
the School Department was criticized for 
following the same practice as the town. 
I guess the rules change when it is not in 
the council's favor, or the project is not as 
politically popular as the football field or 
the Senior Center, which cost millions of 
dollars. 

I also got the impression from Mon- 
day nights meeting that allocating the 
$150,000 wa dead I the water by the ma- 
jority of councilors before the council even 


convened. It seemed that no matter what 
was argued from those who know what 
the needs are, first hand, for the school 
community, it was ignored by the majority 
and minds were already made up. In oth- 
er words, this council is not gong to fund 
this project, no matter what you say or how 
much you say this facility is needed. 

IfI am right, I have to say that I am pro- 
foundly disappointed in those who ware 
working so hard to prevent this project 
from ever getting off the ground. Instead 
of trying to work with the School Depart- 
ment, some councilors are continually 
putting up roadblocks. The original ECC 
building was deemed temporary in 1990 by 
Mayor Christopher Johnson, and 27 years 
later, we are still in the same building. This 
project has been on the back burner for 
way too long. 

A question that needs to be answered 
is, Why has this project been passed over 
for so long while other multi-million-dol- 
lar projects were funded so quickly? Edu- 
cation should not take a back seat, but it 
seems that it has in Agawam. 

In closing, I would like to thank coun- 
cilors Rossi, Suffriti and Theroux for voting 
"no on cutting the $150,000. 


Linda Galarneau 
Agawam 


Breakfast dish highly 
recommended 


The country omelet with gravy at Amer- 
ican Classics Restaurant is the best I’ve 
ever had. It’s the best youll ever eat — try it. 





Vic Rufo 
Feeding Hills 


Election letters, statements welcome 


The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s town election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing specific candidates or discussing local cam- 
paign issues should be sent to Agawam Advertiser 
News, care of Turley Publications, 380 Union St., W. 
springfield, MA 01089, faxed to 413-786-8457 or 
emailed to aan@turley.com. Please include a daytime 
telephone number for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by noon Monday to 
be considered for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack 
letters will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. If the vol- 
ume of letters received is larger than the space available 
in the newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed in the 
last week before the election (editions of Oct. 5 for the 
preliminary election, Nov. 2 for the general election). For 
more information, call Michael Ballway or Teri Machia at 
413-786-7747. 


Candidate statements 

Candidates for mayor, City Council and School Com- 
mittee are welcome to send in an introductory state- 
ment to be printed in the Agawam Advertiser News. The 
statement should not exceed 250 words and should fo- 
cus on the candidate’s biography and beliefs — not on 
opponents or fundraising. Candidates are encouraged 
to include a photograph with their statements. Both the 
text and photograph can be emailed to aan@turley.com. 

In the interest of fairness to all candidates, press re- 
leases about fundraisers or campaign events will not be 
printed. The newspaper will cover the campaign through 
staff-written stories and briefs about nominations, de- 
bates, controversies and political issues, and ques- 
tion-and-answer features, with all candidates invited to 
participate, as the election draws closer. 

Candidates who wish to further publicize their candi- 
dacy, beliefs, events and fundraising may contact John 
Baskin, 413-786-7747 or jbaskin@turley.com, about 
paid advertising in the Agawam Advertiser News. 
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Enough was enough in town budget 


he City Council chose to reject the 

l city budget this past week. This was 

the first time I believe this was done. 

For many residents that follow 

these things, this was likely be- 

wildering and discomforting. I 

can assure you the majority of 

the council was on point and 

unified in their decision to do 
so. 

The frustration and friction 
caused by the budgetary pro- 
cess followed by that of the ad- 
ministration finally came to a & 
head. In the end, it wasn't about 
the actual amount cut, but more 








James Cichetti 


should be carried over just because they 
are unspent and are not needed to cover 
prior years bills. This is basic accounting 
and budgeting rules. To hear 
our city funds being managed in 
this way, while enduring a tax in- 
crease, was unsettling. 

It was these reasons, among 
others, that resulted in the coun- 
cil rejecting the budget. At no 
time did the council "shut down 
the town" technically actually 
or in reality. Rather than using 
words to incite our residents, the 
administration should work to 
engage the City Council imme- 





about the message being sent to 
the administration and department heads 
that enough is enough. 

Councilors have repeatedly questioned 
the budget in the past, not just this year's 
budget. There has always seemed to be 
uneasiness when the time came to review 
and vote on the budget. Ihe council would 
reluctantly pass the budget with minor 
cuts simply because of a good-faith effort 
to support the administration. Regretfully, 
the administration has demonstrated little 
interest in actively involving the council 
earlier in the budget process. 

The administration chooses to keep the 
council at bay until the very end of the bud- 
get process. The council has no informa- 
tion about the initial budgets submitted by 
department heads — only the final budget 
submitted by each of them. Therefore, the 
council has no real status of what the actu- 
al needs are of each particular department 
head. While we have asked and offered to 
work with the administration and depart- 
ment heads to craft a budget that address- 
es the needs of each department with a fair 
and balanced approach, the administra- 
tion consciously chooses to keep the coun- 
cil at arms length. 

It wasnt until last Monday evening that 
a department head actually said “out loud" 
that some of the carryover was being used 
as a cushion. This led to the realization that 
the administration was permitting, or not 
providing the proper oversight to, the de- 
partment heads in the area of carryovers. 
As a point of information, carryovers are 
not part of the budget submitted. 'Ihese are 
costs related to the closing year's expenses. 
Chapter 41, Section 58 of Massachusetts 
General Law provides that "Each head of 
a department, board or committee autho- 
rized to expend money shall furnish the 
town accountant, at the close of the finan- 
cial year, a list of bills remaining unpaid, 
showing to whom and for what due, and 
their amounts. This means that no funds 


diately to resolve the issues at 
hand. 

The budget is governed by Massachu- 
setts General Laws before it is governed 
by the town charter. The allegation made 
by the administration and the solicitor 
that the council violated the charter is not 
supported. MGL Chapter 44, Section 32 
(2): <.. The City Council may by majority 
vote make appropriations for the purpos- 
es recommended and may reduce or reject 
any amount recommended in the annual 
budget.’ If that opinion were a solid and ir- 
refutable legal opinion, the administration 
should have immediately filed for injunc- 
tive relief in the courts. Again, choosing to 
use words to incite rather than work to- 
ward a solution. 

When I received a request from the ad- 
ministration to meet on the Wednesday 
following the Monday budget hearing, I 
was encouraged. I believed this was going 
to be an opportunity to discuss the budget 
and comments brought up by the council. 
Instead, the administration chose to use 
that meeting to berate me personally and 
to rant about claims of shutting down the 
town, violating the charter and dismissing 
any new suggestion or ideas emanating 
from the council members. 

The one item the administration did 
request specific to the budget was to not 
cut as much of the blighted properties 
line item, as the mayor had initiated some 
plans and needed the funds. In good faith, 
I took that information to the council and 
this was acted upon, once again demon- 
strating good faith to the administration 
even though it is not reciprocated. 

Icontinue to be hopeful that the admin- 
istration will choose to be more inclusive 
and proactive with the council and the res- 
idents as we move forward. 


James Cichetti is president of the Agawam 
City Council. 
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Diamond dedication 


From left, School Superintendent William Sapelli, coach Gerry 
Smith and Mayor Richard Cohen pose with the plaque un- 
veiled June 25 naming the new Agawam High School varsity 
baseball field in Smith's honor. See next week's Agawam Ad- 
vertiser News for the story. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY PETER 
oPOTIS 





Benchmark employees 
perform ‘Acts of Kindness’ 


Nearly everyone has heard of “random acts of 
kindness, but Benchmark Senior Living employees 
are taking things up a notch by committing 1,000 Ra- 
diant Acts of Kindness during the month of June in 
the towns and neighborhoods where their 54 senior 
living communities are located. Cheryl Moran, exec- 
utive director of The Atrium at Cardinal Drive, says 
the associates at her community have been eager to 
perform their 20 and more Radiant Acts of Kindness 
in the Agawam area. 

“They have visited the Agawam Senior Center and 
brought homemade chocolate cookies to the Aga- 
wam Police Department, provided Meals on Wheels 
for the Agawam Senior Center and gave water bot- 
tles to the community volunteer gardeners at Grand- 
mother's Garden in Westfield. We love our neighbors 
and this community and can't wait to give back and 
surprise a few people along the way; Moran said. 

"Our Benchmark mission is to 'Elevate Human 
Connection, " said Tom Grape, the company’s found- 
er and CEO. "Connecting with people and putting 
them at the center of everything we do is what has set 
us apart for 20 years. Our 1,000 acts won't be random. 
They will be conscientious efforts to radiate kindness 
and make people feel good. They may even help re- 
store belief in the goodness of those around them.’ 

The company is celebrating its 20th anniversary 
this year. It was founded in 1997. 


PAID ADVERTISEMENT 





Abatayo, Paul D. 
Died June 13 

Private burial 
Leete-Stevens Enfield 
Chapels 


Buell, Dennis S. 

Died June 20 

Funeral June 30 
Curran-Jones Funeral Home 
Agawam 


Learned, James M. 
Died June 23 

Memorial service June 29 
Agawam Funeral Home Inc. 


Smith, William F. 

Died June 23 

Funeral June 30 
Curran-Jones Funeral Home 
Agawam 
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OBITUARY 
POLICY 





filing of council 


Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$75, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 
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Tell-all book may 
derail Theroux bid 
for re-election 


By Elaine Bonavita 
mobmemoir@gmail.com 


AGAWAM - Whether 

youre looking to 

find your vote, 

discover ^ important 

issues, or simply read 
scandalous exposes on Agawam politics 
past and present, this political tell-all 
book recently released on Amazon.com 
THE MOBOLOGIST'S STORY is for 
you. 

According to a former Agawam City 
Councilor and author Elaine Bonavita, 
"If you have been wondering how you 
can beat the party of Theroux and get 
your candidates elected this year to the 


hands of every Agawam voter is your 
best chance to do it^ 

So how would a tell-all book, known 
for revealing personal and often 
scandalous information never before 
made public, threaten to block any 
chance of Richard Theroux’s re-election? 
Bonavita believes it can happen but only 
if the voters know the real Theroux who 
is exposed in her tell-all book similar 
to what Howie Carr did last year that 
successfully ended his bid for a House 
seat. 

Bonavita, whos been out of Agawam 
politics nearly 36 years, explains why 
shes doing this now. "Although I'm 
living in Texas, my heart is here in 
Agawam and the people today need to 
know my story before they cast their 
votes in this upcoming election.” 

Hoping to derail any chances of 
Theroux’s re-election, she admits 
that she intentionally released her 
book to coincide with the timing 
of Agawams own July deadline for 


tell-all book about Agawam reveals 
my life inside the Mafia, plus everything 
I knew about Richard Theroux who was 
also known to insiders as The Gold Dust 
Twin, when I served on the council with 
him from 1979 to 19817 

Like most tell-all celebrity books, 
THEMOBOLOGIST'S STORY reveals 
stories that have gone under the radar 
for years and shakes up everything you 
thought you knew about the key players 
in Agawam politics. 

[his is exactly the type of book that 
mafia movies fans love to read. Its also 
the book that every Agawam voter must 
read before they cast a vote in the 2017 
City Council election. 


ON SALE NOW 


THE MOBOLOGIST'S STORY 
available for kindle and paperback: 
www.amazon.com/dp/1521333564 


Join the Author on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/mobmemoir/ 
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Ex-mayors both eyeing seats on council; no news from Cohen 


By Michael J. Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


Four additional candidates, including 
two former mayors, took out nomination 
papers for the City Council in the past two 
weeks. 

Incumbent councilor Christopher John- 
son — the towns first elected mayor, from 
1990 to 2000, and also a former council 
president — began his re-election bid. Su- 
san Dawson, who served a single term as 
Agawam mayor from 2008 to 2010, took out 
papers as a challenger for one of the 11 seats 
available on the towns legislative board. 
Two other challenger candidates, Joseph 
Moore and Douglas Reed, also took out pa- 
pers, according to the town clerk's office. 


To earn a place on the November ballot, 
candidates must return their nomination 
petitions with the signatures of at least 100 
registered voters in town by Aug. 24. Eight 
of the 11 current councilors have taken 
out re-election nomination papers. Coun- 
cil President James Cichetti has taken out 
papers to run for mayor. As of Tuesday af- 
ternoon, the only two council incumbents 
not yet declaring an election bid were Gina 
Letellier and Donald Rheault. 

Three council candidates have qualified 
for the ballot by returning their papers with 
enough signatures: incumbents Paul Caval- 
lo and George Bitzas, and former councilor 
Robert Magovern. The others to have taken 
out papers are incumbents Cecelia Cal- 
abrese, Joseph Mineo, Robert Rossi, Antho- 


ny Suffriti and Richard Theroux, and chal- 
lengers Billy Chester, William Clark, Ernest 
Lombardi and Peter McNair. 

No additional candidates have stepped 
forward to run for mayor or School Com- 
mittee in the past three weeks. The mayor's 
race currently has two candidates collect- 
ing signatures, Cichetti and Vakny Chon- 
many, although outgoing School Superin- 
tendent Willliam Sapelli has announced he 
will enter the race after he retires on July 
1. Challenger Walter Meissner III request- 
ed nomination papers but has not picked 
them up. Current Mayor Richard Cohen 
said last month that he would wait until the 
town budget was completed to announce 
whether he will run for a ninth two-year 
term; this week, he said that he will make 


an announcement “prior to Aug. 24° 

Two School Committee candidates have 
returned their papers with certified signa- 
tures, incumbent Wendy Rua and challeng- 
er Kerri O'Connor. Candidates collecting 
signatures include incumbents Anthony 
Bonavita, Shelley Borgatti-Reed, Brian Bur- 
bank and Carmino Mineo. 'Ihe sixth cur- 
rent member of the board is Diane Juzba, 
who has not taken out re-election papers. 
Also seeking a nomination are challengers 
Albert Christopher and Tracy Wilkie. 

Nomination papers are available at the 
town clerk' office on the first floor of Town 
Hall, 36 Main St., Agawam. The clerk's office 
is open weekdays, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For 
more information, call 413-786-0400, ext. 
8215. 





BUS : from page 1 


this year, it is facing a budget deficit be- 
tween $565,081 and $1,215,081. 

Closing the RI4E route would save 
$48,797 per year, Rickman said. 

Richard Theroux, Agawam’s represen- 
tative on the volunteer PVTA Advisory 
Board, said on Tuesday that he will fight to 
keep the R14E rolling, but there is a percep- 
tion that because Agawam is more affluent 
than Springfield or Holyoke, it has less of 
a need for public transit. Additionally, it is 
hard to argue with the fact that the Aga- 
wam bus simply has fewer users, he said. 

“They dont have the ridership, said 
Theroux, who is also a city councilor. “One 
of the issues, of course, is that if you take 
the bus because you found a job, once 
youre successful in your job, you usually 
buy a car and then stop taking the bus.’ 

He said he would rather see fare increas- 
es than service cuts, however. 

“We haven't had an increase for years, 
Theroux said, “definitely over five years. Id 
like to look at if we could do the smallest 
increase possible and keep those routes.’ 

He emphasized that his proposed fare 
increase would affect fixed-route service 
only, not “paratransit” van rides for dis- 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. A minute amount 
(Scott) 

5. Supernatural 

11. Shortening 

14. More firm 

15. Other side 

18. Philippine island 

19. More unnatural 52. 

21. Microsoft Surface 56. 
Book 58. Tower with 

23. Ice T's wife balconies 

24. Domesticates 60. Where researchers 

28. Only one time work 

29. In absentia 62. Religious office 

30. Crustlike surface 63. Must-have for 
of a healing skin office workers 
lesion 

32. Distress signal 

33. Engine additive 

35. 1990s female R&B 
trio 

36. Very fast airplane 

39. A reward (archaic) 

41. Anno Domini 


. Golf supplies 
. Indian term of 


respect 
. French river 
. Turn down the 
lights 
. Blood-sucking 
African fly 
Provides info 
Procrastinates 


CLUES DOWN 

1. In possession of 

2. Aborigines 

3. Early Syrian 
kingdom 

4. Clip 

5. Misleads 
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Bus stop requests? 


The PVTA wants to hear from Aga- 
wam residents and bus riders about 
their opinions on the proposed service 
cuts. Comments must be received by 
July 11, and may be submitted by: 


Mail: Send letters to Sandra E. 
Sheehan, PVTA Administrator, 2808 
Main St., Springfield, MA 01107. 

Email: Send email to comments@ 
pvta.com. 

Phone: Call 413-732-6248, ext. 235, 
and leave a recorded message up to 
three minutes. 


abled and elderly residents. The current 
base fare for bus rides is $1.25, with dis- 
counts available for children, seniors and 
prepaid tickets. 

The board was slated to meet June 28, 
after the Agawam Advertiser News’ dead- 
line. It isnt expected to meet again until 
Aug. 23. 

Robin Wozniak, executive director of 
the West of the River Chamber of Com- 
merce, said a likely reason that ridership 
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6. Cosmetic Ingredient 
Review 37. Doctor , children’s 

7. Calcium book author 

8. United Talent Agency 38. Jewish calendar 

9. Hair problem month 

10. Took down 40. Designated hitter 

12. Round Dutch cheese 43. Polish village 

13. Bicycle 45. Part of the mind 
manufacturer 48. Hand (Spanish) 

16. Suffix plural 50. Hit with the open 

17. Painting technique hand 

20. Small Eurasian deer — 51. Italian island 
(pl.) 33. Shakespeare was one 

22. Mr. T'scharacter ^ 54. Lake ,one of the 
Baracus” Great 

25. Progressive nerve 55. Oswald and Marvin 
disease were two 

26. Shock therapy 57. Soak up using 

21. Able to be sold something absorbent 

29. Suffix 58. Kids’ dish __ and 

31. Binary coded cheese 
decimal 59. Expression of 

34. Goes well with a disappointment 
carrot 61. The ancient Egyptian 

36. A way to measure sun god 


performance 





Additionally, the last two of the 11 
public hearings will be in nearby cities, 
and participants from any town are 
welcome to speak and request more 
information about any of the proposed 
changes, including the Agawam ser- 
vice. 

Hearings in Westfield are 4-5 p.m. 
and 6-7 p.m. Thursday, July 6, at the 
Transit Pavilion, 10 Arnold St., West- 
field. Hearings in Chicopee are 4-5 p.m. 
and 6-7 p.m. Monday, July 10, at City 
Hall, 17 Springfield St., Chicopee. 


lags on the R14E is that it doesn't accom- 
modate the shift schedules of many indus- 
trial park employers. The first run of the 
day arrives at the industrial park at 7 a.m. 
Wozniak said that OMG and Thermo Fisher 
Scientific begin their first shifts at 7 a.m., 
and Bridgeport National Bindery begins its 
workday at 6 a.m. 

Similarly, the afternoon bus leaves at 
3:30 p.m., the precise moment that workers 
at all three companies are clocking out. If 
they miss that bus, they have to wait until 
the sole evening departure at 7 p.m. 

“The current bus route schedule is not 
conducive to the majority of industrial park 
shift times, Wozniak wrote in a letter to the 
PVTA. “If bus route time scheduling could 
be adjusted, ridership would increase’ 

Rickman said his agency would be hap- 
py to look into a schedule change. If the 
R14E is cut, the PVTA plans to divert some 
runs of the existing R14 bus to continue 
serving the industrial park. Service to Heri- 
tage Hall would end, however. 

Rickman noted that meshing with the 
different shift schedules at the industrial 
park is difficult for an express bus that runs 
only four times per day. He added that even 
if the PVTA found a perfect arrival time, it 
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An R14E bus leaves the Heritage Hall campus, bound for Union Station in Springfield, on Tuesday af- 


might not fit in with the drivers schedule. 
The buses that run on the R14E route are 
"interlined" with other routes, so that they 
are not sitting idle at the garage between 
runs. 

Tom Nipps, talent acquisition specialist 
at OMG, agreed that the PVTA needs to ad- 
just its schedule. 

“None of our 300 employees can ride the 
bus; he said. "If it arrives at 7 in the morn- 
ing, they cant clock in on time.’ 

Agawam Mayor Richard Cohen also 
sent a letter to the PVTA, registering his 
"strong opposition" to the proposed cut. 

The Chamber of Commerce made a sim- 
ilar complaint in March 2015, about half a 
year after the R14E began operation with 
its current schedule. At the time, the PVTA 
was said to be looking into a "flex route" 
bus as a possible solution in Agawam — a 
service that allows riders to request stops 
and pickups at a wide variety of locations 
that would be visited only if demand war- 
ranted. 

Rickman said the PVTA has tested that 
concept over the past few years in South 
Hadley, and it has not been a success. The 
flex-route "Tiger Trolley" is another of the 
PVTA routes that might be cut this year. 

Before the R14E was inaugurated, the 
R14 ran a longer, more complicated route 
that included side trips to Heritage Hall 
and the industrial park. Rickman said part 
of the reason for creating the R14E was to 
simplify the R14 route map. 

Other service changes being contem- 
plated by the PVTA are the elimination of 
the 39, M40, P20E, P21E, R27 and X98 bus- 
es and the Tiger Trolley; the elimination of 
weekend service on the 39, B23, M40, P20E, 
P21E and R29 buses; and other changes to 
the 34CS, 35CS, 46, B4, B48, G5 and X90 
routes. 

In all, the 22 proposed cuts would pro- 
duce more savings than the PVTA needs. 
Even in a worst-case budget, not all of the 
cuts would be enacted. 


NON 2S 


ternoon. The PVTA has proposed eliminating the route. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 


Weekday schedule 


The R14E bus runs four express trips per day from Springfield to Agawam and back. 


Union Station Heritage Hall Industrial Park Heritage Hall Union Station 
6:35 a.m. 6:45 7:00 7:10 T23 
1:30 p.m. 1:45 2:00 2:10 225 
3:00 p.m. 3:15 3:30 3:40 3:55 
6:30 p.m. 6:45 7:00 7:10 T25 
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Author event kicks off summer reading at library 


The theme of the 13th annual Adult 
Summer Reading program at the Agawam 
Public Library, which began June 26, is 
"Build a Better World’ Participants who 
check out reading materials will receive a 
scratch ticket to be redeemed at the infor- 
mation desk. Every ticket is a winner and 
is entered into the weekly raffle drawing 
for a $25 gift card. In addition, those who 
complete a Bingo card will receive an en- 
try into the grand prize drawing for a $100 
Visa gift card. Up to five Bingo cards can be 
completed and must be verified by the ref- 
erence desk or the information desk staff. 
Winning continues until Friday, Aug. 4, at 
3 p.m., when the grand prize will be drawn. 

Throughout the summer, the library 
will host special programs tied in to the 
summer reading theme, starting with Read 
Local, an author fair held earlier this week. 
Adult programs in July include: 

Library Lunchtimes: Fridays, June 30, 
July 7, 14, 21 and 28, and Aug. 4, 12:30 to 1:30 
p.m. Bring lunch and listen to "Wonder, by 
R.J. Palacio, read aloud by library staff. Par- 
ticipants may even hear some childhood 
favorites. Dessert will be provided. 

Build a Better World with Plarn: 
Tuesday, July 11, 18 and 25, and Aug. 1, 2:30 
to 3:30 p.m. The whole family can build a 
better world by learning how to crochet 
mats out of plastic grocery bags. Partici- 
pants make "plarn" (plastic yarn), which 
will be used to make crochet mats to be 
donated to those in need. Karen Robinson 
will lead this family event, which will be 
held in the Childrens Room. Participants 
are encouraged to bring their own bags. 
A basic understanding of how to crochet 
would be beneficial, but is not necessary. 
[his program is for everyone age 10 and 
older. Adults are encouraged to attend 
alone or with other adult friends. Children 
must to be accompanied by an adult. 

Build a Better World with Aller- 
gen-Free Baking: Thursday, July 13, 7 p.m. 
Learn the "secrets" to substituting ingre- 
dients in recipes to create desserts which 
not only are healthier, but delicious tasting. 
Through her personal experience and her 
knowledge from cooking for family-owned 
restaurants, Paula Castner has almost 40 
years of familiarity with food allergies and 
almost 20 years of experience with hypogly- 
cemic and diabetic requirements. 

Build a Better World with Henry 
David Thoreau: Monday, July 17, 7 p.m. 
American author and naturalist Henry Da- 
vid Thoreau (1817-1862) is best known for 
spending one night in jail for nonpayment 
of the state poll tax, and for living for two 
years along the shores of Walden Pond in 
Concord, Mass. More than a century and a 
half later, his essays and books are still be- 
ing read, and his words are still printed on 
inspirational posters and greeting cards. 
What were his basic philosophies, and how 
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Jo McNulty of Holyoke holds up a copy of “Mem- 
oir of a Hospice Volunteer: A Love Story," about 
her 12 years helping patients near the end of life. 
She has also written poetry, but this is her first 
full-length book. She's already started work on 
three novels. 


do they resound with us today? Writer and 
poet Corrine H. Smith will explore Thoreau 
and celebrate the bicentennial of his birth. 
Smith is a writer and poet who worked as 
a librarian for more than 30 years. She is 
the author of "Westward I Go Free: Tracing 
Thoreaus Last Journey, the first book to 
follow Henry Thoreaus 1861 trip from Mas- 
sachusetts to Minnesota. She also serves as 
an interpreter and blog writer for "Ihoreau 
Farm: The Birthplace of Henry David Tho- 
reau” in Concord. 

Build a Better World by Preserving 
Your Story, Part I: Tuesday, July 18, 7 p.m. 
Cher Collins and Maureen Shepard will 
share ways to preserve your personal sto- 
ry through journaling, scrapbooking and 
digitization. Part one is the lecture event of 
this two-part series. Part two is the hands- 
on part and sign-ups are separate. There is 
limited space in those events and partici- 
pants of part one will be given preference. 

Build a Better World with Knowledge 
and Tolerance — Islam 101: Thursday, 
July 27, 6:30 p.m. De-mystify Islam and 
learn about some common misconceptions 
about this religion. Mona Ives is an Ameri- 
can-born Muslim who fuses her American 
heritage with her Islamic studies. After 
starting a major in international relations 
at Boston University, Ives completed her 
education in Pakistan, where she studied 
Arabic and Islamic theology with a spe- 
cialization in comparative religion at the 
International Islamic University in Islam- 
abad. Ives now serves as the administrator 
of the executive committee at the Worces- 


Free concerts back with ‘Bad News’ next week 


School Street Park will be dancing and 
singing along again this summer as the 
SummerFest series of free concerts returns 
in July and August. All concerts begin at 7 
p.m. 

Wednesday, July 5: Bad News Jazz and 
Blues Orchestra, a warm night of cool Big 
Band sounds. 

Wednesday, July 12: Pandemonium, 
"rockin it" from classic oldies to funky 
chart-toppers by today's coolest acts. 

Wednesday, July 19: Satinwood, the 
legendary songs show with hits from the 
1970s. 

Wednesday, July 26: Storm Front, a Bil- 
ly Joel tribute, featuring the greatest hits of 
"the Piano Man.’ 

Tuesday, Aug. 1: Trailer Trash, a “mod- 
ern country’ good time — a special Tues- 
day edition of SummerFest, part of Nation- 
al Night Out, a community fair and public 
safety event that starts at 5 p.m. The con- 
cert begins at 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, Aug. 9: Dave Mindell, "the 
Rockin’ Robin, playing hits of the 1950s, 
‘60s and "70s. 

Wednesday, Aug. 16: Lindsey LaBelle 
and Drew Baldridge — the annual Kix 
Country Music Night, sponsored by WRNX- 


FM 100.9. 

All concerts will be held at the Darcy 
Davis Band Shell, near the Corey Street 
entrance to the park. The spray park, play- 
ground and concession pavilion are adja- 
cent to the band shell lawn. Tables near the 
stage will offer free weekly giveaways and 
balloons for children, as well as chances 
in a weekly grand prize raffle. The conces- 
sion pavilion will feature snacks served up 
by members of the Rotary and Lions clubs. 
Parking is available at the Corey Street and 
School Street parking lots. 

In the event of rain, that day's concert 
will be canceled. For cancellation informa- 
tion, call 413-821-0514 after 2 p.m. on the 
day of the concert, or see the signs posted 
at the Veterans Green at Main and School 
streets. 

A companion series, KidsFest, will also 
return this summer with three child-ori- 
ented performances on the Veterans 
Green. Both series are sponsored by the 
Agawam Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment, Agawam Cultural Council, Agawam 
Lions Club and Agawam Rotary Club. For 
more information, call the parks office at 
413-821-0514. 


Please recycle this newspaper 





Delphine Williams, left, and Haven Triplett of Springfield talk about Triplett’s autobiography "Perfo- 





rated Fiber" with Bob Eshback of Winthrop, Mass., at the Read Local authors' fair held June 26 at the 
Agawam Public Library. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 


Bolton, Mass. 


ter Islamic Center and focuses her efforts 
on Islamic education, interfaith activities, 
outreach into the Worcester community 
and charity work. 

Build a Better World by Preserving 
Your Story, Part II: Monday, July 31, 6:30 
p.m. Maureen Shepard will lead this hands- 
on workshop, with creative ways to pre- 
serve your personal story through journal- 
ing and scrapbooking. Participants should 
bring 10 photographs; all other materials 
will be provided. Space is limited and par- 
ticipants from Part I will be given prefer- 
ence. Signups for this event will begin on 


b —— pu; D 


V | 
| 


fl "i ve. | 


t. 


LE MS 





Pamela Weingart, Agawam's children's librarian, chats with adult thriller writer Sean Sweeney of 





July 19 in order to give preference to those 
who attend Part I. 

Registration for the Adult Summer Pro- 
eram began on June 1. Sign up for events by 
calling 413-789-1550, ext. 4, or at www.aga- 
wamlibrary.org. Build a Better World and 
the Adult Summer Program are sponsored 
by one or more ofthe following — Agawam 
Center Library Association, the Boston 
Bruins, the Massachusetts Library System, 
the Agawam and Massachusetts Cultural 
Councils, the Massachusetts Board of Li- 
brary Commissioners and the Collabora- 
tive Summer Library Program. 
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The Bad News Jazz and Blues Orchestra will perform on the first night of SummerFest, Wednesday, 


July 5, at School Street Park. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Support the local| Bess» AL LUE INIT 4 


businesses that 
support your 
local newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Agawam 
Advertiser 





ANGELA'S HAIR SALON 


303A Springfield St., Agawam 
413-786-6988 


WALK-INS WELCOME 


MEN * WOMEN * CHILDREN 


ALL HAIRCUTS $12 ENE STON Wax 


(Free wash with every haircut) 


Le) 
HIGHLIGHTS/COLOR E $200 OFF r SEA 00 OFF 
PERMS $4044 
Tuesday Senior Discount $10.00 


Perm 


or Color 
SAVE 


Haircut or 


W/COUPON | W/COUPON 
WITH THIS AD. EXP. 7/31/17 


Youth 
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Check it out: Art from sample cards at library 


The Summer Reading Program runs 
through Aug. 4 in the Childrens Room at 
the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St., 
Agawam. The library will host events for all 
ages and reading contests for newborns to 
children entering grade 4, grades 5-8, and 
grades 9-12. There will be weekly raffle 
drawings and a grand prize drawing at the 
end of the program. After 25 days of read- 
ing, all participants will be eligible to earn a 
certificate and a book of their choice. 

The library is open 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Mon- 
days through Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Fridays, and closed on weekends and holi- 
days. The library can be reached at 413-789- 
1550. More information is slso available at 


agawamlibrary.org/children and agawam- 
library.org/teens. 

Unless otherwise noted, special events 
require advance registration. Events com- 
ing up in the next week include: 

Friday, June 30: STEAM: Build a Better 
Garden (ages 3-5), 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Learn about gardening. There will be activ- 
ities, a craft and stories. 

Thursday, July 6: Paint Sample Art (en- 
tering grades 5-8), 6-7 p.m. Use paint sam- 
ple cards to create beautiful works of art 
and create a one-of-a-kind T-shirt. Partic- 
ipants shouldl bring a light-colored plain 
T-shirt to decorate. 





AJHS HONOR ROLL 


Norman Robbins, principal at Agawam Junior High 
School, recently announced the fourth term honor roll 
for the 2016-17 school year. 

Grade 8: Emma Ackley, Abigail Agron, Mia Albano, 
Julia Allen, Thomas Arcelaschi, Noor Awkal, Rawan 
Awkal, Jacob Baeder, Emily Ball, William Balzano, Abel 
Barbaneagra, Kimberly Beaver, Christian Beavis, Demitra 
Benard, Tyler Bejamin, Sofia Blanchette, Trinity Boliski, 
Reese Bourgeois, Madison Braska, Delaney Brown, 
Jacob Bruni, Kevin Bryden, Paige Budington, Matthew 
Burke, Hannah Cahill, Isabella Caputo, Madeline Cascio, 
Kayla Case, Nicholas Castro, James Chenevert, Kaan 
Cicek, Keeley Cote, Serena Croteau, Gianna Curto, Emily 
Czupta, David Dagenais, Jessica D'Amours, Justin Da- 
vis, Hannah Davydov, Troy Dean, Christopher DeGray, 
Nicole Depergola, Marissa Deslauriers, Anthony Dillard, 
Emily Ehresman, Anna Fedotova, Cristina Ferraro, Chris- 
tian Fisk, Jocelyn Fonseca, Katherine Gauthier, Chase 
Gentile, Samantha Gentile, Ryan Gilbert, Andrea Gomez 
Marin, Bejamin Gordon, Joseph Goudreau, Tyler Gouvan, 
Hope Gravanis, Jordan Gurau, Lauren Gurau, Julia Hall, 
Julia Hampton, Daniel Harpin, Mia Hastings, Molly Hast- 
ings, sophie Hastings, Sophia Hunt, Vanessa lodlovska- 
ya, Joseph Jendrysik, Alyssa Johnson, Margaret John- 
ston, Elizabeth Kane, Jacob Kibbe, Emanuel Kodreanu, 
Hannah Krafcik, Nina Lakota Ciara Lamoureux, Emily 
Landry, Evan Lang, Austin Larrabee, Brendan LeBlanc, 
Kolby Lindell, Nina Liquori, Joseph Lochiatto, Samantha 
Lubarsky, Jaron Luke, Stephanie Maloni, Frank Mara- 
si, Malia Matthews, Katherine Matuza, Sydney Maxey, 
Brenna McAnanama, Meagan MckKiernan, Siobhan 
McMahon, Yeva Meleshko, Victoria Miller, Sophia Moc- 
cio, Morgan Moriarty, Julia Nicosia, Chelsea Normand, 
Tia Nuzzolilli, Daniil Oliyevsky, Hannah Packer, Laine 
Page, Xander Pananas, Myles Pires, Timothy Polevoy, 
Antonio Ramos, Hannah Richter, Roxanne Risley, Jen- 
nifer Ritter, Vincenzo Romeo, Sarah Ross, Christian Rua, 
Emma Rubacha, Sofia Ruiz, Dahlia Ryan, Olivia Salva, 
sage Sarrazin, Jackson Schlosser, Jocelynn Schmuck, 
Sofia Sergeychk, Makenzie Shean, Kiley Sheehan, Anna 
shlemanov, Colin Shlosser, Alexandra Shur, Jessie 
smith, Summer Smith, Talal Soffan, Brandon Spauld- 
ing, Giavana Spear, Annabella Spinney, Emily St. Pierre, 


Rowenn Stevens, McKenna Strong, Shawn Svoboda, 
okylar Thies, Devon Thompson, Rilee Tourville, Connor 
Twohig, Josephine Typrowicz, Isabelle Uneegar, Kayle- 
ah Unglaub, Alex Varenyev, Ella Votzakis, William Walsh, 
Abigail Waris, Jonathon Watson, Emmerson White, 
Kaitlin Winters, Brian Wyckoff, Olga Yovenko, Sulamita 
Yukhimets, Jennifer Yusenko, Jackson Zampiceni and 
Emma Zollo. 

Grade 7: Amara Agosto, Jenna Alicea, James Anzia- 
no, Nina Baranov, Olivia Barbarini, Emalee Bisson, Aali- 
yah Brace, Zarina Bubuza, Kailey Butler, Virginia Caney, 
Lauren Carrier, Sarah Champigny, Anatoliy Chebanov, 
Cameron Chrisanthopoulos, Liliana Cicchetti, Cameron 
Cofer, Hannah Cote, Taylor Cotton, Jaden Couture, Evan 
Cruz, Mikayla Curley, Evan Danek, Allison Davenport, 
Jesse Davydov, Emily DeGeorge, Brooke Deming, Mia 
DiLullo, Alyssa Drumm, Megan Duquette, Ella Eastman, 
Amelia Ellison, Victoria Felton, Maxwell Florian, Jessica 
Fox, Sera Gagnon, Samuel Garfield, Livia Gavelis, Diana 
Ghareeb, Quinton Gill, Sofia Giordano, Jenel Gonzalez, 
Evalina Grechka, Jacob Griswold, Emily Gulla, Gre- 
ta Halford, Marissa Hermans, Joseph Higgins, Abbey 
Hildreth, Madison Hill, Haley Hinshaw, Aiden Holloway, 
Abigail Holmes, Jessica Huston, Samantha Izoita, Nino 
Izzo, Christopher Johnson, Autumn Jones, Minseo Kang, 
Allison Kasperek, Patrick Kelly, Shane Kendall, Lillian 
Kennedy, Leah Kenny, Ella Kinchak, Emily Kukharchuk, 
Kristina Kynal, Nathan LaBonte, Clara Laudato, Rachel 
Le, Brynn Legros, Nathan Lindell, Aurelius Liporada, Re- 
becca Littlehale, Mark Lukin, Patrick MacDonald, Alex- 
ander Marino, Vincent Martin, Kaycie McColley, Isabella 
McGregor, Aiden McKay, Benjamin Melnik, Samantha 
Mielnikowski, Emily Miolla, Emma Miolla, Jayden Mon- 
tagna, Jacob Napolitan, Matthew Nigro, Rebecca Obe- 
genski, Paige O'Neil, Summer O'Neil, Emily Ottomani- 
ello, Grace Payne, Aniello Peluso, Hayley Potter, Dayna 
Rahilly, Selma Rahman, Isabella Recchia, Brooke Rising, 
Bella Rollend, Kaylee Sanchez, Jacob Sheehan, Gianna 
omith, Melena St. Jacques, Mariam Stepchuk, Ainsley 
otevens, Alexis Strela, Jessica Taylor, Ashlyn Thomas, 
Domenic Vecchiarelli, Vincent Wallace, Calista Watson, 
Dylan Wesley, Ernest Whitehead, Branden Wilbur, Mia 
Wood, Trinity Wright, Syeda Zahoor and Madison Zomek. 


Registration open for 'Early American 
oummer Days' at Storrowton Village 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — Storrowton 
Villages Early American Summer Days will 
take place Aug. 7 to 11 in the historical vil- 
lage museum. From 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
children ages 7-12 can experience the his- 
toric life of a youngster of bygone days. 

They will have an opportunity to “try on” 
the lifestyle ofthe past by stepping into 19th 
century New England. The week is packed 
with interactive games, crafts and activities 
to reflect the life of youth in the old days. 
Nineteenth-century cloth- 
ing is provided for each 
child to immerse them in 
the realistic experience. 
Activities include music, 
candlemaking, ^ cooking 
and clothesmaking chores, 
and a visit to an authentic 
one-room schoolhouse. 

Youth ages 14-15 are 
encouraged to serve as vol- 
unteer junior counselors at 
the five-day camp and take 
part in this outstanding 
opportunity to work with 
youth, dress in authen- 
tic clothing of the era and 
learn more about the 18th 
and 19th centuries through 
the eyes of children. 

An experienced and 


knowledgeable staff is on hand. The cost is 
$165 and families with more than one child 
registered for the program will receive a 
$30 discount for the second child. 

To register or for more information, con- 
tact the museum at 413-205-5051, or see 
the brochure at www.storrowtonvillage. 
com. Storrowton Village Museum is on the 
grounds of the Eastern States Exposition 
on Memorial Avenue in West Springfield. 
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Kiwanis scholars 


The Kiwanis Club of West Springfield and Agawam recently presented two Agawam High 
School 2017 graduates with $1,000 scholarships. Scholarship winners Kayla Rufo and 
Shaun Noonan are pictured with Robin Parent, Kiwanis Club president, left, and Laurie Da- 


vidson, president-elect. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 





Last chance for summer school next week at AHS 


Registration has begun for summer 
classes at Agawam High School and will 
run through Friday, June 30, between 8 
a.m. and 2 p.m. Late registrations will be 
taken Wednesday, July 5. 

All summer school classes will be 
held at Agawam High School, 760 Coo- 
per St., and will run from July 5 through 
Tuesday, Aug. 1, with two class sessions 
per day, 7:45 to 9:45 a.m. and 10 a.m. to 
noon. 

[he registration fee is $150 for each 
class (residents and non-residents). 
An additional $15 late fee per class will 
be charged for July 5 signups. Full pay- 
ment is due with the registration form. 
Payment must be by cash or money 
order; no personal checks or credit or 
debit cards will be accepted. Registra- 
tion forms and payment should not be 
mailed. 

Money orders should be made pay- 
able to Agawam Summer School. A full 
refund is given if a course is cancelled. 
No refund will be made after the first 
class has met or if the student is dis- 
charged from the program because of 
discipline. 

The summer school director reserves 
the right to cancel any course due to in- 
sufficient enrollment. Section time may 
also change due to enrollment. No credit 
will be given if the student misses more 
than one class. No make-up work is al- 
lowed after the end of the program. Two 
tardies are equal to one absence. There 
are no exceptions for vacations. This 
policy will be strictly enforced. 

Anyone may take a class for enrich- 
ment. If school credit is desired, ar- 


rangements must be made with ones 
own guidance department before regis- 
tration. Agawam students do not receive 
credit for enrichment classes. 

The following is a list of courses and 
when they are being offered: 

English: Seventh grade English (10 
a.m.), eighth grade English (10), ninth 
grade English (10), 11th grade English 
(7:45 a.m.), 12th grade English (7:45). 

Mathematics: Seventh grade math 
(7:45), eighth grade math (7:45), algebra 
I (7:45), algebra II (10), business math 
(7:45), general math (7:45), geometry 
(7:45). 

Physical education: Classes offered 
in both the 7:45 and 10 a.m. sessions. 

Science: Seventh grade science (10), 
eighth grade science (10), biology (10), 
chemistry (7:45), physical science (10), 
physics (7:45). 

Social studies: Seventh grade world 
history and geography (7:45), eighth 
grade social studies (7:45), ninth grade 
world history and geography I and II 
(7:45), 10th grade U.S. history and gov- 
ernment I (10), 11th grade U.S. history 
and government II (10). 

World languages: Into to French 
(7:45), French I (7:45), French II (7:45), 
Italian I (7:45), Italian II (7:45), Intro to 
Spanish (10), Spanish I (10), Spanish II 
(10). 

Course times are subject to change 
and course offerings are based on enroll- 
ment. For more information or a regis- 
tration form, call Tim Karetka, summer 
school director, at 413-726-1676 or 413- 
726-1647. 
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Wade Park now open 


The bank of 


smooth sailing. 


ar? Use an Equity Line of Credit 
for just about anything... 


vacation, home improvements, debt 
consolidation...the possibilities are endless! 


Plus, the interest you pay may be tax deductible!" 


Then, Never Above Prime Rate, 
FIXED for 12 Months Thereafter, Currently 
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Pictured on one of the new Wade Park siavarouid —À are, from left, Richard i 


O O 
—— | ri APR” B APR? 
CPA Committee member; Maureen Cayer, executive director of the Agawam Housing Authority; ba m - 
Corinne Wingard, CPA member; a visitor to the park who was using the new basketball courts; 


and Mayor Richard Cohen. Standing in frotn are Marc Strange, the town's Planning and Com- EE Ui The bank of you. 
munity Development director, left, and Chris Sparks, Park and Recreation director. deposits above the FDIC insurance 


amount are insured by the 


Depositors Insurance Fund (DIF). LENDER Member FDIC E] bankesb.com | 855.527.4111 





* Consult your tax advisor regarding deductibility. 


** The 1.99% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is fixed for 12 months. Thereafter the APR becomes a monthly variable rate equal to the 
Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street Journal on the last business day of the previous month plus a margin of 0.00%. The Prime 
Rate was 4.00% as of 4/20/17, and the margin of 0.00% is guaranteed for the life of the loan. The APR will never exceed 18% nor drop 
below 4.00% after the first anniversary of the agreement date. Minimum line is $10,000, and maximum line is $250,000. Closing costs 
may range from $75.00 to $650.00 and are lender paid. However, if you should pay off and terminate the line prior to the third anniversary 
of the agreement date, you will reimburse the lender for the closing costs that were paid by the bank on your behalf. If you request 
an independent appraisal, you will be responsible for the cost which is estimated between $350.00 and $550.00. This offer is subject 
to change without notice and is available for new lines and owner-occupied, 1-4 family properties only. All loan applications will be 
subject to credit acceptance and property approval. Homeowners Insurance and flood insurance (if applicable) are required. 





NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well as 
spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the issue's 
relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we should 
always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric 
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A ribbon-cutting ceremony was € y: p "e Wade Park playground in Aga- of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding for 
wam. Funding for the park, at a cost of nearly $200,000, was made available through this paid staff coverage. 

the Community Preservation Act in the amount of $122,000, Berkshire Power Gift Ac- For more information on news or community features for the Agawam Advertiser News, please 
count in the amount of 72,000, and $5,000 from the Agawam Housing Authority. The new email mballway@turley.com. 

playground includes a new, larger basketball court, a new parking lot, a new playground A TURLEY PUBLICATION 

with poured in-place rubber surfacing, and picnic tables and benches. SUBMITTED PHOTOS www.turley.com 
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e Buy Direct and Save - No Middle Man 
e Custom Cut? No Problem! 


KnroareMaid « QUALITY - Only The Best for You! 


IT BECOMES YOU." SALE DATES: 6/29 - 7/5 


Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 
Fri. 8-6 
Sat. 8-3 


GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE (en 


limit quantities. 


90 Avocado St., Springfield 737-1288 www.90meat.com 
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School Committee Vice Chairman Shelley Borgatti-Reed presents retiring School Superintendent William Sapelli with a large group photo 
of the committee autographed by each member. Flanking Borgatti-Reed and Sapelli are school board members Brian Burbank, left, and 


Carmino Mineo. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 
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A photo of a young William Sapelli at the beginning of his 
education career in Agawam was among several early 
classroom photos of Sapelli that appeared in a 20-minute 
tribute video shown at his retirement party. 


Hundreds honor retiring superintendent 


Pa h" 





Retired Robinson Park School Principal Cindy Palazzi — who suc- 
ceeded Sapelli as the school's principal when he joined the Cen- 
tral Office — congratulated Sapelli on his upcoming retirement. 


Sapelli stands with Lou Conte, the retired athletic director at Aga- 
wam High School who emceed the retirement party. The two have 
been close friends since they played sports together at AHS. 


William Sapelli closes book on 40-year career in Agawam eaucation this week with ‘no regrets’ 


By Mike Lydick 
aan@turley.com 


ers at his retirement party this month that he had “a 

great run’ and that he “had no regrets’ about his 40 
years as a teacher and administrator in Agawam schools, 
which end June 30. 

His career began as a substitute teacher and ended as 
the districts superintendent. That remarkable achieve- 
ment was celebrated by nearly 300 people who attended 
the party at the Log Cabin in Holyoke. Retired Agawam 
High School Athletic Director Lou Conte, a close friend of 
Sapelli's since their days as students at AHS, served as mas- 
ter of ceremonies. 

Speakers included Steve Lemanski, the principal at 
AHS who will succeed Sapelli as superintendent; Allison 
LeClair, assistant superintendent; and Sapellis son and 
daughter, Michael and Laura Sapelli. 

The event honored Sapelli for his dedication to students 
and staff as well as his advocacy for the town's schools. A 
20-minute video highlighted Sapellis career and included 
comments from school staff and students. 

An Agawam native, Sapelli was a member of the AHS 
Class of 1972. Sapelli was passionate about sports in high 
school, said Gerry Smith, his former baseball coach. In his 
remarks, Smith described how Sapelli was determined to 
improve his skills and became an outstanding ballplayer. 

But Sapelli is better known for another sport — as a 
hockey player, coach and referee. Michael Shea, a 1990 
graduate of AHS and a fellow hockey referee, talked about 
the many times he and Sapelli worked together officiating 
at hockey games. 

Sapelli received several citations at the event recogniz- 
ing his four decades in education. Agawams state legis- 
lators, Rep. Nicholas Boldyga and Sen. Donald Humason, 
presented Sapelli with citations from the state House of 
Representatives and the state Senate. Boldyga also read a 
letter from Gov. Charlie Baker congratulating Sapelli. 

Mayor Richard Cohen — who as chairman of the School 
Committee has worked closely with Sapelli — presented a 
citation from the town and the School Department honor- 
ing Sapellis lengthy career. 


S chool Superintendent William Sapelli told well-wish- 





Sapelli’s large family surrounds him for a group photo at the end of his retirement party on June 15. 





Sapelli holds up a framed illustration of an Agawam Indian-head 
logo, a gift from the School Committee. 


~ b 





Sapelli poses for a photo with two members of his staff at the 
district’s Central Office, Kim O'Brien, center, and Collen DeGeorge. 
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Michael and Laura Sapelli were among several speakers at their fa- ^ Joe Illouz, the schools’ food service director, holds a large “check” made out to Sapelli for a complete set of golf clubs as Alexis 
ther's retirement party. Ferioli, the superintendent's administrative assistant, explains that they are a gift from family, friends, and colleagues who attend- 
ed his retirement party. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 
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Retiring School Superintendent William Sapelli looks on as Mayor Richard Cohen reads a citation School Committee member Diane Juzba and her friend Matt McCassey talk with Sapelli. They were 
from the town and the School Department honoring his 40-year career in Agawam. among nearly 300 well-wishers who came to celebrate his 40-year education career in Agawam. 


Introducing the Home Equity Fixed-Rate 
Line of Credit : Home Equity Loan 


Three ulteers o o 
eluiteers. 1.99% 125% 
| i ` , AR As low as , s 
A WM NY * 
ana, | N iN Introductory Rate * Fixed rates as low as 4.12596 APR 
| | | e After 12 months, Prime only, with terms up to 20 years 
currently 4.2596 APR * Other rates and terms available 


e 8096 & 100% loan-to-value options 
e Loans up to $250,000 







UEM 7 19 If you're in the market for a home equity line or loan, you want to 
| I1 make sure you get just the right product, one with the best rate and 
k terms. And that's why you should contact the Three Equiteers, our 













Home Equity Specialists. They're on guard to advise you which of our 
Home Equity products best fits your particular needs. And they'll make 
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the entire process quick, easy and painless. For fast personal service, 
contact any of our Three Equiteers today. 


e Brian Ahern 413-575-5168 — bahernQholyokecu.com 
e Sharon Hamel 413-539-0960 | shamelQholyokecu.com 


| | l e () | l eS for Al] y our e Donna Lessard 413-386-8086 dlessard@holyokecu.com 
$ 
*The Home Equity Line has a variable rate feature. Rates effective 6/22/17 and subject to change. The APR is based on the value of an index. 
+ The index is the Prime Rate published in the Money Rates column of the Wall Street Journal. The initial Annual Percentage Rate is “discounted”. 


It is not based on the index used for later rate adjustments. The initial rate will be in effect for 12 months. Rates on a Home Equity Line of 
Credit may change after the consummation of the loan and may increase. The Annual Percentage Rate can change on the first day of each 
month. The Home Equity Line of Credit has a 10 year draw period. After the draw period ends the repayment period will be 15 years. Minimum 
APR is 4.0096. Maximum APR is 18.0096. Property must be a one to four family and owner occupied. Property insurance is required and flood 


insurance may be required. Approvals are subject to final property valuation and title search acceptable to the Credit Union. Your actual rate 


may be different than the advertised rate based upon your credit score. Minimum Loan amount is $10,000.00 
**Minimum loan amount is $25,000.00. Maximum loan amount is $250,000.00. APR includes a 0.25% rate reduction when HCU holds your 
first mortgage or when this Home Equity Loan is in first lien position. APR includes a 0.25% rate reduction for monthly loan payments auto- 


matically deducted from your existing HCU Checking account. Not available for home purchases. Property must be a one to four family and 
owner occupied. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Approvals are subject to final property valuation and 
C RED IT U N ION title search acceptable to the Credit Union. Your actual rate may be different than the advertised rate based upon your credit score. Payments 
do not include amounts for taxes and insurance and your actual payment may be greater. For an 80% loan-to-value Home Equity Loan with 
a term of 20 years and an APR of 4.125% the monthly payment per $1,000 would be $6.13. Rates effective 6/22/17 and subject to change. 





You are not alone. 


HOLYOKE: 490 Westfield Road FEEDING HILLS: 14 North Westfield Street W. SPRINGFIELD: 333 Elm Street 





413-532-7007 * www.holyokecu.com LENDER 


Boys volleyball gathers 


Hollander named Co-Player of the Year 


By Nate Rosenthal 
Sports Correspondent 


CHICOPEE - Boys’ volleyball, 
2017, came to its official end this 
week with the championships and 
the team from Westfield became 
just the third squad from West- 
ern Massachusetts to become the 
state champions. But before the 
players went their separate ways, 
there was the small matter of the 
Spalding All-Star Showcase. The 
top players in the region were 
chosen as first and second team 
all-stars and then got one last op- 
portunity to play against one an- 
other. The result was a fun-filled 
evening, that had its share of very 
competitive volleyball. 

The evening began with the 
second team all-stars playing as 
Team Morgan and Team Frier- 
mood and that was followed up 
by the first teamers doing the 
same. While the scores were not 
so important, the players gave 
their very best in front of a sizable 
crowd at Chicopee Comprehen- 
sive. Each match was three sets, 
with the Friermoods winning all 


@turleysports E dacebook.com/turleysports 
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Volleyball! 


three of the second team match, 
27-25, 25-22 and 15-10. ‘The first 
teamers split the first two with 
Friermood winning set number 
one 25-22 and the Morgans taking 
the second 25-23. Friermood fin- 
sished it off with a 15-12 victory in 
the tie breaker. 

For Chicopee Comp, it was a 
special night, in that their coach, 
Al Dobson has decided to retire 
from coaching after 11 years. His 
2010 team was also one of the 
other two teams to win the State 
Championship. | Dobson was 
the coach of the first team Frier- 
moods and got to have one last 
chance on his home court. He also 
coached one of his layers, Don- 
dre Crump in the match. On the 
other side were two other Colts, 
Eduard Popovichenko and Josiah 
Pernell and they were coached by 
Tyler Wingate of Westfield, who 
would also win coach of the year. 
Also named were the co-players 
of the year, Garrett Hollander of 
Agawam and Jared Davis of West 
Springfield. 


——À Saulus 
Boye High "School 
r Showcase 


14 


for All-Star game 
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Garrett Hollander receives the Player of the Year Award along with West Springfield’s Jared Davis. PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
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Brownies kick off summer soccer Legion Post 185 drops 


AGAWAM - ‘The Agawam 
High School boys soccer team 
has been perennial playoff con- 
tender for the past four years. 
One thing that has worked to 
Agawams advantage has been 
the numbers game. The Brown- 
ies have been blessed with a large 
turnout for high school teams as 
well as summer teams. The boys 
have three teams participating 
in the Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League this season. Last 
Friday evening, the A team was in 
action against Holyoke at Dona- 
hue School in Holyoke. 


offense. 





ms Neal fights foi possession of the ball. 





















Sangmyoung Han flies up the middle of the field to generate 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - Coming up with 
the clutch hit has been difficult 
at times for the Agawam Post 185 
American Legion baseball team. 

And that happened several 
times last Thursday evening when 
Agawam was shut out by visiting 
Greenfield, 5-0, at Shea Park. 

Greenfield scattered several 
hits and run against Thomas Gre- 
nier and Dom Ledoux. Greenfield 
has always been a tough oppo- 
nent for Agawam during the sum- 
mer season. 

The Brownies got their first 
chance to score in the second in- 
ning when Kian O Keefe, the Aga- 





Connor Montagna battles for the ball in the midfield, 
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Joe Pellegrino makes a m on goal just past a Holyoke de- 
fender. 


Thomas Grenier delivers a pitch in the 
fifth inning for Agawam. PHOTOS BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


DET 





decision to Greenfield 


wam designated hitter, sent a sin- 
gle to the outfield to lead off the 
inning. The next two hitters were 
retired before Grenier reached 
base on a walk to put runners 
on first and second. But Nick Ka- 
varkis, of Southwick, was struck 
out to end that threat. 

Steve Grasso tried to get some- 
thing going with two outs in the 
third, but Joe Oliver was retired to 
end that threat. 

The fifth inning was the big- 
gest chance Agawam had. Trail- 
ing 4-0 at the time, Agawam had 
a chance to get right back into the 
game with a hit. Grenier would 
start the inning with a walk. Ka- 
varkis followed by reaching first 


Steve Giassd makes a throw on the 
run. 
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loys High School 
I-Sta Showcase 
2017 





Agawam’s 2017 all-stars were Ben Yovenko, Mike Basile, Joe Hendrickson, and Garrett Hollander. 


PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


ALL-STARS : from page 10 


The teams got their names from two of 
the all-time greats of volleyball, which be- 
gan in Holyoke. William G. Morgan is con- 
sidered the inventor of Volleyball. Just four 
years after basketball began in Springfield, 
Morgan came up with his new game and 
it is still with us today. Some years later, 
in 1914, Harold Friermood became famil- 
iar with the sport at the age of twelve at a 
YMCA in Marion, Ind. He would be the one 
to take it to the heights that it enjoys today, 
to the Olympic Games, which came about 
in 1964, thanks to his efforts. 

The Friermoods of the second team led 
through the early points in game one. Mid- 
way through, the Morgans came back and 
got a small lead. After the teams were tied 
at 21-21, they went back and forth before 
the Friermoods prevailed. They were much 
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Like he has for the last three seasons for Aga- 
wam, Garrett Hollander sets up a play during the 
all-star game. 


Have you taken photos at a local sports event 
and want to see them published in this paper? 
Email your image(s) with description to: 
dforbes@turley.com or gscibelli@turley.com 





more dominant in the second second and 
led most of the way. A late ruin by the 
Morgans closed it to a its final three point 
margin. In the tiebreaker, Friermood led 
from start to finish, holding on for a 15-10 
win. In the first team match, Friermood led 
from start to finish in a match where the 
teams were never separated by more than 
four points. The second set was a reverse 
of the first, where Morgans led throughout. 
[he tiebreaker was a back and forth affair 
with Friermood winning, 15-12. 

From Agawam, Michael Basile and Jo- 
seph Hendrickson were the first team Fri- 
ermoods, while Hollander played for Mor- 
gan. Brian Modzelesky and Teal Savoury, 
Friermood and Ben Yovenko, Morgan, were 
second teamers. 










Ben Yovenko plays in the all-star game, repre- 
senting the Brownies. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 





Bay State Games offers team 
tournament events in basketball, 
field hockey, lacrosse and rugby 


WOBURN - The 2017 Bay State Summer 
Games will feature team competitions in 7 
v 7 field hockey. juniors basketball, high 
school boys basketball, 7 v 7 girls lacrosse 
and rugby. Tryouts are not required for 
these events and registration is by team. 

The 7 v 7 field hockey competition will 
be held July 24 and 25 at Worcester State 
University. Divisions for high school, col- 
legiate and post-collegiate players are in- 
cluded. 

The juniors basketball tournament is 
for male and female teams in grades 5/6 
and 7/8. The event will be held on July 15 
and 16 at the Reggie Lewis Track and Ath- 
letic Center in Boston. 

The Boys High School Basketball Clas- 
sic will be held July 24 and 25 at the UMass 
Boston Clark Athletic Center. The tourna- 
ment is open to any Massachusetts High 
School Basketball team and must consist 
of players in grades 9, 10 or 11 as of the 
2016-2017 academic year. 

7 v 7 girls lacrosse is a two-day tourna- 


ment held on July 11 and 12 at the Veter- 
ans Field Complex in Waltham. The tour- 
nament is open to teams of players age 18 
and under. 

The Rugby 7's tournament will be held 
on Saturday, July 29 at the Irish Cultural 
Center in Canton. The competition in- 
cludes division for grades 3/4, 5/6, 7/8, 9/10 
and 11/12. 

Athletes in all tournaments will receive 
Bay State Games t-shirts and be compet- 
ing for prestigious Bay State Games gold, 
silver or bronze medals as well as medalist 
gifts. In select sports, medal winning teams 
will also receive invitations to compete in 
the 2019 State Games of America at Lib- 
erty University in Lynchburg, Va., which 
features medal winners from state games 
events across the country. 

Participants who sign up prior to July 1 
will save $25 on their entry fee. 

For additional details on all sports as 
well as links to on-line registration, go to 
www.baystategames.org. 





Returnees help lead Mutiny past Surf 


EAST LONGMEADOW - ‘The New 
England Mutiny welcomed back faces 
new and not-so-old to the side in their 
much-anticipated UWS East Conference 
match against the New York Surf at East 
Longmeadow High School. 

Forward Abby Sotomayor saw her first 
action in the Mutiny lineup since the first 
two games of this season, while New En- 
gland veterans forward Chanel Johnson 
and midfielder McKenzie Hollenbaugh 
made their long-sought returns to the 
team. The renewed team karma seemed to 
work for the hosts, as the Mutiny (5-2) con- 
verted on two beautifully-built up passing 
sequences to notch a 2-0 shutout win over 
the Surf (4-2-2). 

The Mutiny started out in good form 
and capitalized in the 14th minute after a 
corner kick. Sotomayor drove in a corner 
that New York goalkeeper Colleen Hick- 
ey (four saves) punched away. Defender 
Jennifer Cafferky collected the ball and 
with her back to goal, dropped her pass 
deftly to midfielder Charlie Branch who 
rocketed her shot inside the left netting. 
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The Surf would put their own pressure on 
New England goalkeeper Gabby Arruda 
(three saves) in the first half, as the former 
SCSU shot-stoppers anticipation stopped 
a chance in the 28th minute while she 
smothered a shot from midfielder Furtuna 
Velaj in the 36th minute. 

The Mutiny clung to the 1-0 lead as the 
second half progressed, and would tally the 
insurance goal in the 65th minute off their 
best passing sequence of the 2017 season. 
Branch switched the ball to midfielder Sage 
Dieterle who played it to midfielder Bren- 
na Brown. Brown found team captain Kate 
Howarth with a touch pass on the wing and 
her cross reached Johnson who headed the 
ball under the cross bar for the 2-0 score. 
New York would have a pair of chances in 
the 78th minute on a shot from forward 
Maegen Doyle and Velaj would test Arru- 
da again. In the end, though, New England 
held on for the 2-0 win. The hosts outs-hot 
the Surf by a 6-3 margin in a physical con- 
test that saw them make 12 fouls to New 
York's four. 
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SHOP, EAT & SPEND IN TOWN 


LOCAL BUSINESSES SUPPORT THIS NEWSPAPER WHICH FAITHFULLY 
PUBLISHES LOCAL NEWS, EVENTS, SCHOOL SPORTS & BUSINESS MILESTONES. 





Pioneers top Stars in friendly exhibition 


By Tim Peterson 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW - The final result of the friend- 
ly soccer match between the Champions 
Experience Stars and the Western Mass. 
Pioneers will be probably forgotten in a 
couple of days, but the memories of the 
very special evening at historic Lusitanio 
Stadium will last forever. 

The current Pioneers players scored 
four second half goals en route to a 5-1 vic- 
tory over the C.E. Stars, which featured sev- 
eral former Pioneers players, before a large 
crowd last Wednesday night. 

“It was a very special event for every- 
one, said Pioneers head coach Federico 
Molinari. “The fans got to see several for- 
mer Pioneers players. They also saw two big 
time star soccer players play. 

The two big time soccer stars are Doug- 
las Costa and Rafinha, who are both mem- 
bers of Bayern Munich and the Brazilian 
National team. 

“Rafinha and I are from the same home- 
town in Brazil, said Everson Maciel, who 
was one of the event organizers and a for- 
mer Pioneers player. “Rafinha and Costa 
wanted to come to the United States and 
play in a couple of friendly matches. Lud- 
low probably has the best soccer environ- 
ment in the United States.” 

Prior to the match, Rafinha and Costa 
held a clinic on the artificial turf field for 
more than 100 youth players. They also 
held an autograph session at the Gremio 
Lusitano Club, which is located across the 
street for the stadium. 

Rafinha and Costa, who had played in 
a friendly in Hamden, Conn., the previous 
night, played 60 minutes in Wednesday's 
match. 'Ihe duo took a couple of shots on 
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Douglas | Costa makes a run n with the ball for the C. E. Stars. S STAFF PHOTO BY DAVE FORBES 


goal during the first half, but neither one of 
them scored any goals in the match. Before 
leaving the stadium, Rafinha and Costa 
signed a few more autographs for the fans. 

The C.E. Stars were coached by Leszek 
Wrona, who guided the Pioneers 1999 
squad to the USL D-3 Pro League champi- 
onship title. The Pioneers lost in the USL 
Second Division finals in 2005, which was 
also coached by Wrona. 

“I coached most of these guys in the 
past. It was also very nice to have Rafinha 
and Costa play for my team tonight,’ Wro- 


na said. “We played very well in the first 
half, but my guys got a little bit tired during 
the second half. The current Pioneers play- 
ers are much younger than my team.’ 

Following the match, Leszek Wrona 
took several pictures with his son, Alex, 
whos a starting defender on this year's Pi- 
oneers squad. 

"I remember coming here and watching 
a lot of the former Pioneers players play 
when my father coached the team, Alex 
Wrona said. “It was also a lot of fun playing 
against those players tonight. I also think 





my father really enjoyed coaching them 
again. 

Current Western Mass. assistant coach 
Jay Willis, who played in his final match for 
the Pioneers last summer, suited up for the 
C.E. Stars. He played the first 45 minutes 
of the match as a defender. Willis, whos 
from Ludlow, is also the men’s soccer head 
coach at Worcester State University. 

“Jay looked pretty good out there to- 
night; said Pioneers midfielder Maxi Viera, 
who only played the first half. "I really wish 
that he was still playing for us. It was a lot 
of fun.’ 

A few other former Pioneers players, 
who played for the C.E. Stars, were Paul 
Kelly, Paul Wright, Brad Miller, Jayme Kapi- 
nos, Joey Kapinos, and Luke Perry. 

The Kapinos brothers, who are from 
Ludlow, are members of the Ontario Fury, 
which competes in the Major Arena Soccer 
League. 

"No matter what the outcome is, it's al- 
ways nice playing a match in this stadium 
because ofthe history; said Jayme Kapinos, 
who graduated from Ludlow High School 
in 2007. "I would love to see this turn into a 
yearly event. 'Ihere are a lot of people here 
tonight, which is very nice to see.’ 

The Pioneers took a 1-0 lead during the 
33rd minute when Chae Brangman sprint- 
ed down the right wing before sending a 
cross to Ludlow native Kyle Tomas, who 
fired a shot into the right corner. 

Charles Guelly netted two of the Pio- 
neers second half goals, while Mike Gon- 
salves, who graduated from Ludlow High 
School, and Deandre Brown netted the 
other two goals for the home team. 

Wright, who also played for several in- 
door professional soccer teams, scored the 
C.E. Stars only goal during the 81st minute. 





POST 185 1 from page 10 


on a bobbled ball at third base. 

Ryan White and Eddie Martinez, anoth- 
er Southwick member of the team, were 
struck out before Grasso worked a two-out 
walk to load the bases. That brought it to 
Oliver, the number three hitter. Ahead in 
the count, he sent a grounder to short that 
ended the inning. 

Greenfield would tack on a run in the 
sixth and completed the shutout. 

Agawam would go on to split their next 
four games as the busy schedule contin- 
ued for Post 185. Agawam defeated West 
Springfield and East Springfield over the 
weekend. But the Brownies lost to Alden- 
ville in a makeup game last Friday evening 
6-3 and were defeated narrowly by Long- 
meadow on Monday evening 5-4. 

So far this summer, Agawam is 5-6 
and is in 11th place with seven games re- 
maining in the regular season. Playoffs are 
scheduled to begin in the second week of 
July. 

Agawam will be seeing a lot of Wilbra- 
ham this week, having faced the Blue team 
on Tuesday and are currently scheduled to 
see Wilbraham Red on Friday, June 30 at 


Eddie Martinez hits a fly ball to center field. 
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Ryan White swings and fouls off a pitch. PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


home. 

The Brownies high school team failed 
to make tournament with an 8-12 record 
this year. Several of their players are with 





the Senior Legion team this summer. They 
are joined by a few players from Southwick 
Regional School, which also did not reach 
tournament this season. 





Nick Kavarkis shuffles back to first base. 


Registration opens next week for girls field hockey 


The Agawam Parks and Recreation De- 
partment will host Youth Field Hockey this 
fall for girls entering grades 1-8 in the 2017- 
18 school year. Girls will learn the funda- 
mental skills, techniques and strategies of 
field hockey while practicing and playing 
in this fun program. 

Early registration will be available June 
26 to Aug. 11. Girls will be broken into four 
divisions — mites, grades 1 and 2, $75; ban- 
tam, grades 3 and 4, $100; junior, grades 
5 and 6, $125; and senior, grades 7 and 8, 
$125. Registration begins online Monday, 
June 26. For online payments and regis- 
tration, visit Agawam.ma.us, then click on 

"Departments, "Parks and Recreation; 

"Online Payments and Registration" and 
"Agree- At the Unipay Gold site, select Field 
Hockey Registration under “Transactions.” 
Registration fees for all divisions will in- 
crease by $25 effective Saturday, Aug. 12. 


A mandatory meeting for all players 
and parents will be held Monday, Aug. 7, at 
7 p.m. in the Doering School cafeteria, 68 
Main St., Agawam. 

The mite program will practice one to 
two nights per week. Practice night and 
location will be announced at the Aug. 7 
meeting. 

New players unsure of whether they 
want to sign up are invited to try this sport 
free of charge. Youth coaches will be on 
hand to introduce themselves and give 
players a taste of the sport at the Agawam 
High School stadium on Tuesday, July 18, 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Players need to supply 
their own stick, goggles, shin guards and 
mouthpiece. 

For more information, go to the Parks 
and Recreation Department at 1000 Suff- 
ield St., Agawam, or call 413-821-0513. 


June 29, 2017 


Qut & About 





OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to promote free 
events, or those that directly affect a volunteer-driven or- 
ganization. Paid events that are not deemed benefits do 
not qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the public 
for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid adver- 
tising. The deadline to submit calendar items is Monday 
at noon. Send to the Agawam Aavertiser News at aan@ 
turley.com, fax to 413-786-8457, or mail to Turley Pub- 
lications, 380 Union St., West Springfield, MA 01089. 
We usually print at least one week prior to an event. 
The listings should be brief with only time, date, location, 
activity explanation and contact information. 


Friday, June 30 
ARABIAN HORSE SHOW OF NEW ENGLAND today 
and tomorrow from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. in the Coliseum 
on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West 
opringfield. Free admission. 


Saturday, July 8 

DANCE LESSONS AND BIG BAND MUSIC courtesy of 
“Daddio’s” at the Springfield Technical Community Tech- 
nology Park, across the street from STCC and Spring- 
field Armory NHS. Dance lessons at 5:30 p.m. and con- 
cert from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Bring a lawn chair, picnic 
supper and your dancing shoes. Food vendor available. 
Free admission. Rain cancels the event. 


Wednesday, July 12 
THE ELM-BELCHER MASONIC LODGE, 53 River St., 
Agawam offers an all-you-can-eat spaghetti supper at 
a cost of $8 for adults, $4 for children. The public is 
welcome. 


Saturday, July 29 
THE NEW ENGLAND FOOD TRUCK FESTIVAL at the 
Big E fairgrounds, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield 
today from noon to 9 p.m., tomorrow from noon to 6 
p.m. Admission is $5; under 6, free. For times, 


ONGOING 
OPEN HOUSE TOURS at the Storrowton Village Mu- 
seum on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., 
West Springfield Tuesdays through Saturdays from June 
20 to Aug. 25. Adults, $7; children under 6, free. 


THE SUFFIELD FARMERS MARKET is held, rain or 
shine, on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon on the south 
Town Green in the center of town now through Colum- 
bus Day weekend. Most participating farms participate 
in the WIC program and some vendors are now SNAP 
certified. For more information, visit www.suffieldfarm- 
ersmarket.com or contact Ellie Binns at 860-668-2781 
or 860-668-3848. 


Legals 


ADULT DROP-IN SIT & KNIT meets at the Agawam 
Public Library at 750 Cooper St. Tuesdays from 1-3 p.m. 
Bring your sticks and join other knitters for creative time. 
No registration is required. 


GRANDPARENT’S PLAYGROUP Wednesdays, 9:30 
a.m. to 11 a.m., at St. David's Church, 699 Springfield 
oL, Feeding Hills. This free infant and toddler playgroup 
features music and movement, fostering children's in- 
teractions and sharing skills. Open to all grandparents 
and their grandchildren. Follows school schedule. 


MOM 2 MOM takes place the second Tuesday of 
every month October through June, 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
at Agawam Congregational Church, 745 Main St. A 
round-table discussion hosted by a local "veteran" mom, 
this is a great way to have further conversation on recent 
café themes and parent education events, celebrate 
parenting and receive encouragement for the trials. 


THE WESTFIELD WOMAN'S CLUB’s clubhouse is 
available for rentals for wedding receptions, bridal show- 
ers, baby showers, graduation celebrations, and birthday 
and anniversary parties by the hour or the day. For more 
information, call Lilian at 413-568-2916. 


THE AGAWAM ST. PATRICK COMMITTEE meets the 
third Wednesday of each month, September through 
June, at 6:30 p.m. in the lower level classroom at St. 
John the Evangelist Church, 833 Main St., Agawam. For 
information on how to join, call Vera Conway at 413- 
786-3247 or email Rosemary Sandlin at rosemarysan- 
dlin@gmail.com 


AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 459 Mill 
ot., Agawam, offers “Crochet Club” the first and third 
Tuesday of each month from 7 to 8:30 p.m. This club is 
open to all needle-workers, including crocheters, knit- 
ters, quilters, and embroiderers. For more information, 
call 413-786-7991. 


A BREAST CANCER AND MASTECTOMY SUPPORT 
GROUP meets the fourth Tuesday of each month from 6 
to 7:15 p.m. at 2 South Bridge Drive, Suite 1B, Agawam. 
Registration is required by calling 413-789-0200 or on- 
line at www.survivorjourneys.org. 


AN ALL CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets the first 
Tuesday of each month from 6 to 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart 
Parish Center, 1061 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. Regis- 
tration is required by calling 413-789-0200 or online at 
WWwW.survivorjourneys.org. 
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A BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP meets the sec- 
ond Wednesday of each month at Heritage Woods As- 
sisted Facility, 462 Main St., Agawam. Registration is 
required by calling 413-789-0200 or online at www. 
survivorjourneys.org. 





Lunch Menu 

Monday, July 3: Cheeseburger, roll, lettuce and to- 
mato, pasta salad, grape juice, watermelon. 

Tuesday, July 4: Senior Center closed. 

Wednesday, July 5: Chicken noodle soup, meatball 
grinder, corn on the cob, baked good. 

Thursday, July 6: Roast turkey, gravy, stuffing, 
glazed carrots, peaches. 

Friday, July 7: Breaded crust baked fish, tomato 
rice, spinach, mixed fruit. 






Calendar of Events 

Monday, July 3: no Ear Masters in July; 8 a.m., 
weight training, 8:15 a.m., yoga; 9:30 a.m., line 
dancing; 11:30 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 1 p.m., writ- 

ing group, Bingo; 5:30 p.m., Zumba. 


Agawam Senior Center 


YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR CAMPER may be worth more 
as a donation than a trade-in. Call the Massachusetts 
Association for the Blind at 888-613-2777 for more 
information. Towing is free. All donations are tax deduct- 
ible. 






Tuesday, July 4: Senior Center closed. 

Wednesday, July 5: 8 a.m., weight training; 8:15 
a.m., yoga; 9:45 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 12:30 p.m., 
bridge; 1 p.m., ballroom lessons, Scrabble; 1:30 
p.m., Golden Agers Chapter 2 meeting; 5:30 
p.m., Zumba Gold. 

Thursday, July 6: 9:30 a.m., quilting; 10 a.m., 
line dancing; 10:30 a.m., Reiki available ($10); 
12:30 p.m., bridge; 1 p.m., pitch; 2 p.m., Melody 
Band practice; 6:30 p.m., pitch. 

Friday, July 7: 8 a.m., yoga; 9:15 a.m., Let’s Paint; 
9:30 a.m., Stories with Richard begins; noon, 
canasta; 1 p.m., pitch, cribbage; 6:30 p.m., line 
dance class. 













Resident riding for a cure in the Pan-Mass Challenge 


On Aug. 5 and 6, Richard Gloster from 
Agawam will cycle up to 192 miles in the 
Pan-Mass Challenge, which has a goal of 
raising $48 million for critical research 
and cancer care at Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute. 

During PMC weekend, more than 
6,200 cyclists from more than 40 states 
and eight countries will return to Mas- 
sachusetts to participate in the PMC, 
choosing from 12 routes of varying mile- 
age that run through 46 towns of Massa- 
chusetts. Cyclists are anywhere between 
15 and 84 years old, and range from sea- 
soned triathletes to weekend warriors 
who trained for this event alone. 

Many riders participate in the PMC 
to honor a family member or friend lost 
to, or being treated for, cancer. More than 
600 riders and volunteers are cancer sur- 
vivors or current patients, considered 





“living proof” of the PMC mission to find 
a cure. The average cyclist trains for three 
months, solicits 40 sponsors and raises 
more than $7,000. Volunteers, spectators, 
donors and sponsors are part of the ca- 
maraderie on ride weekend, all working 
together toward a cure. 

No other single athletic event raises or 
contributes more money to charity than 
the PMC. Since 1980, the PMC has raised 
$547 million dollars for Dana-Farber 
through the Jimmy Fund, its fundraising 
arm. In fact, the PMC is Dana-Farber's 
largest single contributor, raising more 
than 52 percent of the Jimmy Funds an- 
nual revenue. 

The PMC is presented by the Red Sox 
Foundation and New Balance. To make 
a financial contribution to a rider from 
Agawam or become a virtual rider, visit 
www.pmc.org, or call 800-WE-CYCLE. 








Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD17C0126CA 
In the matter of: 
Chante Lynn Segarra 
Of: Agawam, MA 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME 

To all persons interested 
in petition described: 

A petition has been pre- 
sented by Chante L Segarra 
requesting that: Chante 
Lynn Segarra be allowed to 
change his/her/their name as 
follows: 

Jason Alexander 
Bassette 

If you desire to object 
thereto, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 


ance in said Court at: Spring- 

field on or before ten o'clock 

in the morning (10:00 a.m.) 

on: 07/20/2017 

WITNESS, Hon. Anne 

M Geoffrion, First Justice of 

this Court. 

Date: June 22, 2017 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

06/29/17 


COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
THE TRIAL COURT 
HAMPDEN, Div. 
Probate & Family Court 
Dept. 
HD17E0035PP 

To: Elizabeth Ann 
Tynan Moriarty of Feeding 
Hills, in the County of 
Hampden, and to all other 
persons interested. 

A petition has been pre- 
sented to said Court by Paul 
C. Tynan of Dennisport in 


the County of Barnstable, 
representing that they hold 
as joint tenants an undi- 
vided part or share of land 
lying in Feeding Hills, in 
the county of Hampden, set- 
ting forth that they desire 
that all of said land may be 
sold at private sale or pub- 
lic auction for not less than 
Three Hundred Thousand 
($300,000.00) Dollars, and 
praying that partition may be 
made of all the land afore- 
said according to law, and to 
that end that a commissioner 
be appointed to make such 
partition and be ordered to 
make sale and conveyance of 
all, or any part of said land 
which the Court finds cannot 
be advantageously divided 
either at private sale or pub- 
lic auction, and be ordered 
to distribute the net proceeds 
thereof after full adjudica- 
tion of the equitable claims 


contained in said petition and 
supplemental memorandum 
filed with the Court. 

If you desire to object 
thereto you or your attor- 
ney should file a written 
appearance in said Court 
at Springfield before ten 


o'clock in the forenoon on 
the twentieth day of July 
2017, the return day of this 
citation. 

Witness, BARBARA M. 
HYLAND, Esquire, First 
Justice of said Court, this 
eighth day of June, 2017. 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 


413-283-8393 x216. 


Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. 
Visit www.turley.com for more information. 


Suzanne T Seguin 
Register of Probate & Family 
Court 

06/22/17 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 





PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)267-9680 


ANTIQUE BLACK IRON parlor 
stove. Call 413-534-7843 or 508- 
348-4091 


SCOT'S (JOHN DEERE) 20hp, 
46" lawn tractor with power bagger & 
mulch kit $350 or BO. MTD Yard Ma- 
chine 8hp 24" snowblower, electric 
start $175 or BO. Rigid 3000 PSI, 2.6 
gpm, gas pressure washer $250 or BO. 
(413)538-9707 


ESTATE SALE 


TOOLS, FISHING, HOUSEHOLD 
and furniture from 8am- 4pm at 262 
West Street, Ludlow. July 1- July 2 and 
July 4th 


FIREWOOD 


"HALL SEASONED FIRE- 
WOOD!!! Over a cord guaranteed. 
Cut, Split, Prompt delivery. Call D & D 
Cordwood (413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $150.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & 
volumes guaranteed! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 
sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 1-800- 
373-4500. www.woodbundles.com 


PARTIALLY SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R. T. Smart & Sons 


(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 
FLEA MARKET 


YANKEE FLEA MARKET 
1311 Park Street (Rt. 20) 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Over 150 vendors 
Over 10,000 Square feet 
6 days a week 
Tues-Sat 10-5, Sunday 11-5 
Open 7 days during Brimfield 
Antique Show 
Year round, all indoor 
Antiques, Collectibles, 
Household furnishings and more! 
Vendors Welcome, Apply within 
Always buying, 

Free estimates! 
(413)283-4910 
Free Parking 
Free Admission 


MISCELLANEOUS 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds 9 turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


TAG SALE 


TAG/ HOUSEHOLD MOVING 
SALE Friday, June 30, 8:30-4 No 
Early Birds. 83 St. Jacques Avenue, 
Chicopee. 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, saws, levels, etc. 
Call Ken (413)433-2195. Keep your 
vintage tools working and get MONEY. 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 


WANTED ANTIQUES & COL- 
LECTIBLES Furniture, Advertising 
signs, Toys, Dolls, Trains, Crocks & 
Jugs, Musical Instruments, Ster- 
ling Silver & Gold, Coins, Jewelry, 
Books, Primitives, Vintage Clothing, 


Military items, Old Lamps. Any- 
thing old. Contents of attics, barns 
and homes. One item or complete 
estate. Call (413)267-3786 or 
(413)539-1472 Ask for Frank. WE 
PAY FAIR PRICES!!! 





WANTED TO BUY 


NEW ENGLAND ESTATE 
PICKERS IN THE OLD 
MONSON LANES BOWLING 
ALLEY. 

BUYING NOW! 

ALL ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTIBLES 
COMPLETE ESTATES 
SETTLED! 
(413)267-3729 
TOP DOLLAR ON THE SPOT 
FOR ALL GOLD AND SILVER 
ITEMS, JEWELRY, COINS, 

SILVERWARE, ETC! 
Items to include: old adver- 
tising signs of all subject 
matters! Furniture, toys, 
trains, pedal cars, model car 
kits from the 70's, old fishing 
items, military items, sports 
stuff, old paintings, books, 
coin operated Coca Cola 
pinball machines, etc. com- 
ic books, postcards, maga- 
zines, old letterman jackets, 
musical instruments, micro- 
scopes, binoculars, old bi- 
cycles, motorcycles, vintage 
automobiles! WE PURCHASE 
CONTENTS OF BARNS, 
GARAGES, ATTICS, BASE- 
MENTS! LET US DO THE 
WORK AND YOU GET PAID! 
SIMPLY BRING YOUR 
ITEMS IN FOR A FREE 
EVALUATION AND OR 
CASH OFFER! 
THURSDAY - SUNDAY 
10:00 - 5:00 
HONEST COURTEOUS 
SERVICE!!! 
64 MAIN ST. (RTE. 32), 
MONSON, MA 





WANTED- COSTUME JEWELRY, 
gold and silver, furs. Please call for 
more information or text (413)512- 
3714 





*******AA CALL - HAUL IT 
ALL******** 
Bulk trash removal, cleanouts, 10% 
discount with this ad. Free Est. 
(413)596-7286 


A B Hauling and 


Removal Service 





*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 





A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 


Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, base- 
ments, demo services 
1096 disc. with this ad. 

All Major CC's 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS Clean- 
ings, inspections, repairs, caps, liners, 
waterproofing, rebuilds. Gutterbrush 
installations. Local family owned some 
1986. HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500 


ADAM QUENNEVILLE ROOF- 
ING, SIDING, WINDOWS: Shin- 
gle, Flat and Metal Roofs, Slate Roof 
Repairs, Roof and Siding Shampoo 
Service, Gutter Covers, Lifetime Vinyl 
Siding, Windows, Skylights & Sun Tun- 
nels. Call (413)536-5955 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S ODD JOB 
SERVICE Rubbish removal, attics, 
cellars, garages cleaned. Light moving. 
Gutters Cleaned. Call someone you 
know (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)267-9680 
for estimate. 


DK 
Powerwashing 


We powerwash houses, decks, 
patios. roof cleaning/ 
non-pressure wash. Removes ugly 
dark staining & moss. 

Free estimates. Fully insured, 
owner operated, 

Call (413)297-4276 


DRIVEWAYS, OIL AND STONE, 
durable but inexpensive. Choice of col- 
ors, also driveway repair and trucking 
available. Fill/ Loam/ Gravel. Call J. Fil- 
lion Liquid Asphalt (413)668-6192. 


2008 Chrysler 300 


84,000 miles, excellent condition, 
non-smoker. 
$6,750 or best reasonable offer. 


Call or text 


413-297-2359 





DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


INDUSTRIAL SEWING LEATH- 
ER, heavy fabrics 413-583-8289 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


PLUMBER - LICENSED AND 
experienced. Fair prices, No trav- 
el charge. Lic. #19243. Call Ron 
(413)323-5897, (413)345-1602. 


WATER DAMAGE, DRYWALL, 
ceiling repair, complete finishing job. 
Fully insured. Call Ray (413)348- 
9832 


i ee mms quse 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr's buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SER- 
VICE Servicing all makes and mod- 
els of washers, dryers, refrigerators, 
stoves, dishwashers, air conditioners. 
Also dryer vent cleaning. (413)536- 
0034 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


COMPUTER 
SERVICES 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 
frustrating or frightening. lII come to 
you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, set- 
up, tutoring. Other electronics too. Call 
Monique (413)237-1035 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 

JAMES 


FERRIS: LICENSE 


#E16303 Free estimates. Senior Dis- 
counts. Insured. 40 years experience. 
No job too small. Cell (413)330-3682 










MCKENNA GREEN ELECTRIC 
Lic #20161A Reasonable residential 
electrical services. 24 hour emergency 
service. Prompt service is our specialty. 
(413)301-7013 


MICHAEL R. ALEXANDER 
ELECTRICIAN Licensed/ in- 
sured. Lic #54355E. Servicing all 
of your electrical needs. No job too 
small. Credit cards accepted. Call 
(413)949-9339. 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Au- 
thorized Raynor dealer specializing in 
the best quality and selection of insu- 
lated garage doors. Sales, Installation, 
service and repairs of residential and 
commercial garage doors and open- 
ers. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550, (413)626-1978 
or www.menardgaragedoors.com 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE! 
Complete carpentry, drywall 
and painting services. 

For all your home 
improvement needs. 
Kitchens, baths, finished 
basements and more! 
Joe’s GC License #CS093368 
(413)219-6951 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


DW HOME IMPROVEMENT paint- 
ing, Powerwashing. Clean-ups, Clean- 
outs. Carpentry, siding and handy 
man for hire. Portable Welding. Fully 
insured. Free Estimates (413)283- 
6826. 


NOTICE % 
To Celebrate the 4TH OF JULY Holiday 
A X an = AR LY. SE 2a a 
DEADLINES 
for CLASSIFIED ADS 








For the week of July 4th publications 


DEADLINE is 
Thursday Noon, June 29th 





HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, additions. In- 
surance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 
A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, MA (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
TREE SERVICE 
Got overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Bobcat/Excavation 
Lot Clearing 
Removals 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Maintenance 
413-636-5957 


***AAA DEVENO LANDSCAP- 
ING*** Spring Clean-ups, Shrub 
trimming, weekly maintenance, bobcat 
service, new lawns, new landscaping, 
fence installation, brick walks and pa- 
tios. Free estimates. Residential/ Com- 
mercial (413)746-9065 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, gutter cleaning. Total yard main- 
tenance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- 

Bobcat services 
Mulch/Stone 
Patios/Walkways/Retaining walls 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


HYDROSEEDING AND LAND- 
SCAPE CONSTRUCTION Re- 
taining walls, walkways, patios, ero- 
sion control, skid steer work, fencing, 
plantings, loam, trenching, etc. Free 
estimates. Medeiros. (413)267-4050 


*RICK 
BERGERON 
LAWN CARE, 
INC. 
Palmer, MA 


Mowing & Landscaping 
Loader and Backhoe 
Trucking 
Bush Hogging 
Over 30 yrs. in business 
All Calls Returned 
413-283-3192 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 
Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 








June 29,2017 I 


Classifieds 


14 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com 


TRACTOR FOR 
HIRE 


eBackhoe/loader 

eLight excavation 
eBrushhogging/field mowing 
eCheaper than renting 


SCREENED 
LOAM 


eAny size load 

Special- Delivered/Spread $32/yd 
(18 yd minimum) 

(413)530-0256 


MASONRY 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING All brick, block, 
stone, concrete. Hatchway doors, 
basement windows, chimneys rebuilt & 
repaired, foundations repaired, base- 
ment waterproofing systems, sump 
pumps. BBB+ rating. Free estimates. 
Lic #14790. Call (413)569-161 1, 
(413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING, LLC Fxterior/ Interior, 
residential/ commercial, Carpentry, 
Decks, wallpaper removal. Complete 
wood, drywall, plaster services for all 
your home improvement needs. Owner 
operated since 1985. Free estimates. 
Insured. Please call. (413)887-1987 
www.forbesandsonspainting. 
com 


QUABBIN PAINTING Interior/Exteri- 
or Painting, handyman, house and deck 
powerwashing, deck staining, gutters 
cleaned. Prompt professional service. 
Fully insured. Call (413) 519-9952 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an 
average size room for $200. Quali- 
ty work. References available. Dave 
413-323-6858. 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW oiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING LIC 
#J27222 
Plan and Prepare for your Spring 
Projects Now 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


POOLS 


ABC POOL & SPA 
A+ Rated BBB Member 
Openings 
Above & Inground liner changes 
Our liners are top quality 
Guaranteed 20 yr warranty 
Above pool installs & removal 
All types of pool and filtration repairs 
License #150679 & insured 
Mark Kirk owner operator 
(413)531-4192 
7am-7pm, open 7 days per week 
ABC Pool is a drug free employer 


AFFORDABLE POOL OPEN- 
INGS, cover pumping, tear downs, 
filter repair, new/used filters, motors, 
weekly vacs, chemicals. Call LaRue 
(413)583-7890, (413)289-0164, 
(413)386-8557 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER 
WORKS alone, quality work, licensed. 
Best prices for sheds, garages, and 
ranches. (413)786-7924. 


Find us online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 40 
years experience. Commercial, resi- 
dential. Insured. Shingles, single-ply 
systems. Tar/ gravel, slate repairs. 24 
hour Emergency Repairs. (413)348- 
9568, (413)204-4841. (413)536- 
3279 


TREE WORK 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


AUTO 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED Top Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, trucks, 
vans, big and small, running or not. 
Call (413)534-5400 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


BELCHERTOWN- BLACK OAK 
FARM Lean to ride. Fun, relaxed at- 
mosphere. Openings available ages 7 
& up. No experience necessary. Spe- 
cializing in beginners. MA Licensed 
instructor. (413)530-8100 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE, JUMP, SHOW! 
Tiny Trotters Program. IEA Teams Li- 
censed instructors. Excellent school 
horses- ponies. Boarding, Training. 
Leases. Summer  horsemanship 
programs 7/10-7/14 and 7/77/21, 
9am-1pm. Gift Certificates available 
(860)668-1656, (860)874-8077 
www.endofhunt.com 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
POSITION, FULL-TIME. Expe- 
rience in bookkeeping and comput- 
er skills necessary. Send resume to 
cvaw Q ct-valley-artesianwell.com. 





CDL Dump Truck Driver 
A CDL dump truck driver with a val- 
id Class A or B License. Must have 
a clean driving record, background 
check and pre-employment drug test 
are required. Fulltime. All are sub- 
ject to random drug testing during 
employment. We are An Equal Op- 
portunity Employer. Please email 
resume or work experience to tra- 
cym Q splitexcavating.net , or mail to 
Split Excavating, Inc., Attention: Tracy 


M., PRO Box 471, Hadley, MA 01035 


CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARTE- 
SIAN WELL CO in East Longmead- 
ow is looking for a career person to 
work on a well drilling machine and 
installing pumping equipment. Please 
call 413-525-7656. 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





FOSTER CARE. 

You can help change 
someone's life. 
Provide a safe home for children 
and teens who have been abused 


or neglected. Now offering a 
$1,000 Sign-On Bonus 
Call Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care 
413-734-2493 





Litter Sweeper Operator 
A well established company that 
provides yearround exterior lot and 
grounds maintenance services to com- 
mercial clients in the Pioneer Valley. 
We are seeking a fulltime individual 
to work through the night, from late 
evening to early morning. The posi- 
tion entails cleaning up all forms of 
liter from our client's locations using 
blowers, vacs and sweepers. Small 
debris may require it be hand-picked 
in hard to get areas. A valid driver's 
license required. A clean driving re- 
cord, background check and pre-em- 
ployment drug test are required. All 
are subject to random drug testing 
during employment. We are An Equal 
Opportunity Employer. Please email 
resume or work experience to tra- 
cym @splitexcavating.net , or mail to 
Split Excavating, Inc., Attention: Tracy 
M., PO Box 471, Hadley, MA 01035 


REAL ESTATE 








AV NERIS 
: 


CHICOPEE, ALDENVILLE SEC- 
TION- For Sale By Owner. Beautiful 
custom built brick Ranch on a 1/2 acre. 
2 bedrooms, 1 bath plus den or Master 
Bedroom. Large eat-in Kitchen, new 
windows, Oak floors, plenty of closet 
space. All appliances included. Finished 
basement/ In-law apt. Must see! In 
walking distance to bus route and ame- 
nities. $194,900. Pre Approval required. 
Call for details 413-221-0889 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 





Base Price 
50 


2 
2 
2 








Name: 


Address: 





Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


(J MasterCard 


LI VISA _4J Discover 





_J Cash 





00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


Base Price 
$35.50 40 


Base Price 
36. 








Phone: 
State: Zip: 
X per week rate = $ 
1 Check# 
Date: 


DEADLINES 


| i ' ™ 





Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON - 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50€ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE — 510.00 


. $ 
Add a third ZONE 395.00 
Subtotal d 


x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed _ 











NEW BRAINTREE 
NORTH 







BRIMFIELD 





STURBRIDGE 





WALES 4 HOLLAND 












Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 





Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 





OUH CLASSIFIEDS HEACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 






Contry 


—— 


TOOMEY-LOVETT 
109 West St. 
Ware, MA 01082 


www.Century21 ToomeyLovett.com 


Ware: 
413-967-6326 
800-486-2121 

West Brookfield: 
508-867-7064 


Hardwick: Country setting on 4.92 
acres- perked in two locations $45,000 





Century 21 Toomey-Lovett 
508-885-3443 
West Brookfield 508-867-7064 
Spencer (508)885-3443 


Our inventory is LOW! 


LOOKING FOR 
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES 


If you want your home 
sold this year, call us 
for a free Market Analysis!!! 


COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS 


GREAT OPPORTUNITY 1300 st. 
ft handicapped accessible. Outside 
Westover gate, next to Ink Tatoo and 
Gnow Cafe. Ideal for Barber or Beau- 
ty Parlor, and many other possibilities. 
413-593-9053, 413-593-3959. 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


FOR RENT 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





MOBILE HOMES 


WARE- L980 THREE bedrooms, 
14’x67;, shingles, shed, deck, air, 
appliances, spacious kitchen. Lots 
of cabinets, counterspace $58,000. 
(413)593-9961 DASAP.MHVILLAGE.COM 


REAL ESTATE 
WANTED 


A BEST CASH offer for any type 
of property, circumstance, condition 
or location. Ugly houses are OK. Fast 
closing. (413)244-2807 
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Public Safety 


FIRE LOG 


The Agawam Fire Department responded to 70 EMS 
calls from June 13 to June 19, and the following emer- 
gency response calls. 

On June 13 at 8:49 p.m., the department responded 
to North Westfield Street for fuel burner/boiler malfunc- 
tion, fire confined. 

On June 14 at 8:08 a.m., the department responded 
to Springfield Street for service call, other. 

On June 14 at 12:44 a.m., the department respond- 
ed to Beekman Drive for smoke detector activation due 
to malfunction. 

On June 14 at 4:07 p.m., the department responded 
to Springfield Street for special outside fire, other. 

On June 14 at 9:31 p.m., the department responded 
to Logan Place for smoke scare, odor of smoke. 

On June 14 at 10:56 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to River Road for motor vehicle accident with injuries. 

On June 15 at 9:07 a.m., the department responded 
to Castle Hills Road to assist invalid. 

On June 15 at noon, the department responded to 
Route 57 Rotary for motor vehicle accident with no in- 
juries. 

On June 15 at 3:52 p.m., the department responded 
to Main Street for motor vehicle accident with no injuries. 

On June 15 at 7:59 p.m., the department responded 
to Springfield Street for public service. 

On June 16 at 8:10 p.m., the department responded 
to Main Street for smoke or odor removal. 

On June 17 at 12:19 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to Castle Hills Road for false alarm or false call, other. 

On June 17 at 2:31 p.m., the department responded 
to Main Street for lockout. 

On June 17 at 3:30 p.m., the department responded 


to Barry Street for good intent call, other. 

On June 17 at 9:23 p.m., the department responded 
to Belden Court for electrical wiring/equipment problem, 
other. 

On June 18 at 2 a.m., the department responded to 
Robin Ridge Drive for person in distress, other. 

On June 18 at 3:11 a.m., the department responded 
to Karen Drive to assist invalid. 

On June 18 at 11:58 a.m., the department respond- 
ed to Barry Street for alarm system sounded due to 
malfunction. 

On June 18 at 12:18 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to Main Street for good intent call, other. 

On June 18 at 12:57 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to Maple Street for smoke detector activation, no fire 
— unintentional. 

On June 18 at 3:16 p.m., the department responded 
to Cardinal Drive to assist invalid. 

On June 18 at 3:21 p.m., the department responded 
to Main Street for lockout. 

On June 18 at 9:30 p.m., the department responded 
to Springfield Street for alarm system sounded due to 
malfunction. 

On June 18 at 10:35 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to South Westfield Street for smoke detector activa- 
tion, no fire — unintentional. 

On June 19 at 6:34 a.m., the department responded 
to Springfield Street for alarm system activation, no fire 
— unintentional. 

On June 19 at 9:19 p.m., the department responded 
to Merrell Drive for severe weather or natural disaster, 
other. 


POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police Department responded to 437 
calls for service from June 20 to June 26. The depart- 
ment recorded five arrests in its public log. 


Tuesday, June 20 

Yollanda S. Hubbard, 31, of Marion Street, Spring- 
field, was arrested on charges of operating a motor ve- 
hicle with license revoked, possession of open container 
of alcohol in motor vehicle, number plate violation, and 
no inspection sticker. 

A juvenile male from Springfield was arrested on a 
charge of disorderly conduct. 


KORBUT : from page 1 


arts teaching degree was in Fitchburg, re- 
called Korbut, who was a student teacher 
at AHS before graduating from what was 
then called Fitchburg State College. He 
came back to work at AHS after a brief stint 
teaching vocational training with the Job 
Corps, a federal program for young men 
and women. 

As one of seven industrial arts teach- 
ers at AHS when he started, Korbut taught 
graphic design, printing, photography, and 
woodworking classes, in addition to being 
an automotive teacher. Nearly everything 
he’s taught at AHS has been a hands-on 
skill. 

“When I was an automotive teacher, 
electronics and computerization were just 
starting to be used in new cars, so I tried to 
teach kids those skills. But most kids were 
still more interested in loosening bolts 
and doing mechanical work. Computers 
werent fun; said Korbut. 

AHS is one of just a few high schools in 
the area that still has a shop area for stu- 
dents. Over the years, some of the hands- 
on courses Korbut first taught have been 
phased out or transferred to other study 
areas. 

With the introduction of computers, 
Korbut went from being an industrial arts 
teacher to a technology education teacher. 
Today, rows of computers sit where draft- 
ing tables once stood and mechanical pen- 
cils have been replaced by computer key- 
boards and a mouse. 

Although Korbut eventually became 
only one of two tech ed teachers with the 
arrival computers, that didnt stop him 
from teaching hands-on skills — from 
building houses to building motors. 

“Students in my construction classes 
learned the elements of construction by 
designing and building model houses from 
the bottom sill plate through the roof raf- 
ters, he said. “Students in my electronics 
program learned about building motors 
made out of metal — from the basics of 


Wednesday, June 21 
Brianna L. Gay, 34, of Riverdale Road, West Spring- 
field, was arrested on two default warrants. 


Saturday, June 24 
Jordan J. Hanlon, 29, of Franklin Street, Ludlow, was 
arrested on charges of operating under the influence of 
liquor and negligent operation of a motor vehicle. 


Monday, June 26 
Nelson G. Abdala, 38, of Belvidere Avenue, Agawam, 
was arrested on a default warrant. 


how a motor works to its electrical compo- 
nents to the importance of balance’ 


Hands-on learning 

Korbut said computers can be valuable 
in designing and other building tasks, but 
they cant replace hands-on experience. He 
said physically manipulating their projects 
helps students better understand what 
they're building and how it works. 

"Its important to be able to envision 
something — such as whether a hole in a 
part goes all the way through and joins up 
with another part, or if it just goes part- 
way through, he added. "Ihat's where the 
hands-on experience helps. Kids learn how 
to make something do what they want it 
to do when they re building it. A computer 
cant give them that experience.’ 

He said his goal has been to “raise ev- 
erybodys skill level and get them excited" 
about learning certain skills. 

"Not every student is going to college, 
so it helps if they have some practical skills 
they can use for work; he said. "Its helpful 
even for students going to college — such 
as for engineering — to learn some basics, 
such as how to read a blueprint, or be ex- 
posed to machinery. 

That’s not to say Korbut has ignored the 
importance of computers in teaching stu- 
dents practical skill. Hes taught students 
various computer applications, primari- 
ly for creating illustrations and using 3D 
modeling designs. 

"T ve had students design boxes for prod- 
ucts, such as a cell phone, so they could 
understand the practical applications of 
product packaging; he said, adding that 
package design is one of the biggest indus- 
try uses for graphic design. 


'Practical and lifelong' 

Steve Lemanski, AHS principal and 
soon-to-be superintendent for Agawam 
schools, said Korbut showed his dedication 
as a teacher right up to his last moments 
at school. 
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BUDGET 7: from page 1 


$50,000 — instead. Johnson and Councilor 
Gina Letellier pushed for a reduction to 
$25,000, but ended up voting in favor of the 
$50,000. The only councilor to vote against 
it was Joseph Mineo. 

A smaller majority on the council 
agreed with Johnsons proposal to remove 
from the capital improvement budget a 
$150,000 cost to design a new Early Child- 
hood Center. Johnson said it didnt make 
sense to spend any money on an ECC proj- 
ect without a guarantee that the City Coun- 
cil would support the multi-million-dollar 
construction bonds. The cut passed 5-3, 
with councilors Robert Rossi, Anthony Suf- 
friti and Richard Theroux voting against. 

Letellier campaigned for additional 
cuts, noting that Johnsons cuts to the oper- 
ational budget only amounted to $275,000, 
whereas town financial reports showed 
that the fiscal 2017 budget had been un- 
derspent by $6 million as of June 21, with 
only nine days left in the fiscal year. She ini- 
tially proposed a $500,000 cut "across the 
board; but Johnson said it wouldnt be le- 
gal to cut the budget without naming spe- 
cific amounts for specific line items. She 
then suggested cutting $150,000 from the 
reserve fund, a $300,000 account set aside 
for emergency transfers during the year. 
Letellier noted that the 2017 reserve fund 
was only 45 percent spent as of June 21. She 
agreed to amend her cut to $100,000 after 
Johnson objected to it. 

The reserve fund cut passed 5-3, with 
Johnson, Suffriti and Theroux voting 
against it. Johnson said he "agree[d] with 
the sentiment" of making additional cuts, 
but believed $300,000 was an appropriate 
reserve. 

Cohen, this week, called the reserve 
fund vote "the biggest mistake they made.’ 
He noted that the reserve fund exists to 
help the town cope with unexpected emer- 
gencies. 

“That's an insurance policy we have, 
there, he said. “If we had another, say, Oc- 
tober snowstorm, [or a] sewer project like 
the one we had on Main Street, we took it 
from the reserve fund. I hope theres no rea- 
son to use the reserve fund, but that's their 
choice.’ 

Cohen said in an emergency, if the re- 
serve fund is exhausted, the town can call 
upon free cash — unexpended money from 
previous budget years — and its stabiliza- 
tion account, which is a savings account. 


Retiring tech ed teacher John Korbut stands in 
his shop area at Agawam High School. Above 
him are model houses students in his construc- 
tion classes have built. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO 
BY MIKE LYDICK 


“John provided an experience for stu- 
dents that was much different than what 
they were used to, said Lemanski. "Learn- 
ing in Johns classroom was much more 
than memorization. Learning was practi- 
cal and lifelong. 

Lemanski added that Korbut's posi- 
tion will be filled, but he will be difficult 
to replace and he will be missed at the 
school. "After 35 years, John deserves to en- 
joy his family, he added. 

Korbut, 58, said while he'll miss his stu- 
dents and colleagues, the time is right for 
him to retire. He paid extra into his retire- 


But using money from those sources on 
operational items could result in a lower 
bond rating, he said. 

After the council passed the reserve 
fund amendment, there was a long pause 
as some councilors appeared to be scour- 
ing their copies of the budget to think of 
additional cuts. Theroux moved the ques- 
tion — calling for an immediate vote on the 
main motion — and Johnson seconded him 
after another noticeable wait. Both moving 
the question, and the budget as amended, 
passed 6-2, with Mineo and Suffriti voting 
against. 

The new budget year begins July 1. 


‘We had six weeks’ 

As the council began making changes 
to the mayor's budget, Councilor Richard 
Theroux raised a “charter objection” — a 
parliamentary maneuver designed to post- 
pone a vote to a future meeting — in pro- 
test of the fact that Johnson was proposing 
cuts without the mayor, financial officers or 
department heads present to answer ques- 
tions about those cuts impact. He echoed 
his comments from June 19, when he said 
the council should have raised all of its ob- 
jections to the budget during its workshop 
sessions earlier in the month, rather than 
waiting for the day of the vote itself. He not- 
ed that the mayor had submitted the bud- 
get more than 40 days previously. 

“I dont believe that after six weeks 
of having this budget before us, that we 
should be making cuts as we feel without 
the information in front of us; Theroux 
said. “We had six weeks to get the answers. 
If you have issues on these accounts, why 
were they not brought up at that time? 
[This is] a ‘gotcha game, in my opinion.’ 

His objection was overruled in a 7-1 vote 
of the council. Rossi said that the council 
has 45 days to make amendments to the 
budget, and is “well within our rights” To 
take all 45 days. He added that the mayor 
had not attended either of the council's 
budget workshops, and therefore had not 
been around to answer councilors ques- 
tions. 

This week, Cohen responded that any 
of the councilors could have called him on 
the telephone to ask about the budget, and 
none but Bitzas and Theroux did. Cohen 
also said that his department heads, who 
did attend the workshops, were capable of 
answering any questions the council had. 


Retiring school 
Staff honored 


John Korbut is among 11 Agawam 
school employees who are retiring on 
June 30. Collectively, they have near- 
ly 300 years of experience in the dis- 
trict. At the June 13 School Committee 
meeting, the following retirees were 
honored: 

Teachers: John Korbut, technical 
education teacher at the high school, 
35 years; Jeffrey Corbin, social studies 
teacher at the high school, 28 years; 
Peter Donah, adjustment counselor at 
Clark School, 19 years; Cynthia Cam- 
pana, fifth grade teacher at Doering 
School, 17 years; Sandra Sherry-Pitzer, 
special education teacher at the junior 
high school, 16 years; Margaret Harak, 
special education teacher and behav- 
lor interventionist, 14 years. 

Administrators: William Sapelli, 
superintendent of schools, 40 years. 

Paraprofessionals: Elizabeth 
O'Neill, kindergarten paraprofession- 
al at Granger School, 19 years; Susan 
Mansi, preschool paraprofessional at 
the Early Childhood Center, 16 years. 

Clerical staff: Pamela Daglio, re- 
ceptionist at the Central Office, 17 
years; Paula Roy, principals secretary 
at Doering School, 10 years. 


ment fund so he could retire early when he 
reached the maximum level, which hap- 
pened this year. 

His plan is to work on projects around 
his home in South Hadley and spend more 
time with his grandchildren. 

“Now I can do whatever I want — some- 
thing that I want to do, not something I 
have to do. I know it will be different than 
teaching. 
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e Quality Collision Repairs 
e Free Estimates * Work with all insurance companies 
223 Garden St., Feeding Hills © www.vermetteauto.com 


E wares. 1842 786-8226 since 1979 
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1 AUTO COLLISION REPAIR 2 FLOOR COVERING 
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3 REMODELING 


Ee s| 
David J. Coyne, President 


HOME & HEARTH 
REMODELING ann RESTORATION, LLC 


The Craftsmen Who Care 


Quality Flooring & Professional Install 


MARTINS 


floor covering inc. 








COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL 











(413) 382-7837 
(413) 382-7838 (fax) 
dave@HandHremodeling.com 


501 Southampton Rd Westfield, MA 01085 
413-568-4460 1-800-498-4460 


W 


www.HandHremodeling.com 
MA HIC 148138 e CT HIC 0620090 


ww.martinsfloorcovering.com 





RLEEY REP TODAY! 800-824-6548 





YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED 
RELIABLE 
DEPENDABLE 


BUDGET] 
Cabinet » Est, 198) 
Æ 
KITCHENS BATHS 
SER T Ry he 4 4 2 - 


KITCHEN & BATH 
SHOWROOM 


413.789.2074 
Fax: 413.786.0954 
300 Main St., Agawam, MA 
budgetcabinetsales.com 


Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8pm 
Closed Sun. & Mon. 


Lawns * Gardens * Perennial Beds 


413-569-2033 


Fully Insured * Free Estimates 


10 LANDSCAPING 


CRW) 


LANDSCAPES ; 


Patios ° Walls • Walks * Stairs 
Over 20 Years Experience * Owner on Site ¢ Guaranteed Work 
Specializing in Unique 
Hardscape Design & Installation 


413.821.9498 
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MA LIC#9036 
DF 


6 FUEL/HEATING OIL 


= S 
www.baystatefueloil.com 
(413) 733-5088 - (800) 529-5088 
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EYER 

PLUMBING 

& HEATING 


» Heating Oil Delivery 
e Heating Service 


e Fuel Payment Plans 


COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - SERVICE 
(413) 789-2260 
Specializing in on-demand water heater installation and repairs 


8 ROOFING & SIDING 


Roofing & Siding 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 


DOORS e WINDOWS 
DECKS «e ADDITIONS 
Only Quality Products & Only Quality Craftsmanship 
413-214-8471 * Southwick, MA 
TGhomeimprovement3@gmail.com 
FULLY INSURED * FREE ESTIMATES 


» New customer specials 


» Air Conditioning Service  - ...and More! 


Family Owned and Operated Since 1962 


9 CONSTRUCTION 
BOB LONGO CONSTRUCTION 


45 Years Specializing in Kitchens & Baths 
Additions 
e Vinyl Siding * Decks 
e New or Replacement Windows & Sliders 
e Porches & Sunrooms * Bathrooms 


Fully Insured 41 3-789-0758 


Free Estimates 


re) WASTE t 


ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS 
BULK PICK-UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT 
RESIDENTIAL CURB-SIDE 
28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001 
Phone 413-786-2449 * Fax 413-789-3738 
www.newasteinc.com 


Burglar Alarms e Safes e Locksmith Services 
Decorative & Security Door Hardware 


16 Ramah Circle South, Agawam, MA 413-786-0429 


www. rackliffe.com 
MA Lic. 800C CT Reg. LCK058 
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The 2017 Summer Concert Series 


agawam | 
cultural council 


educate | engage | entertain 


is proudly brought to you by 
Agawam Parks & Recreation, 


The Agawam Rotary Club, & 





The Agawam Cultural Council 


2017 SummerFest 


Shows will be held at 7:00PM in the band shell at the School Street Park, 418 Corey Street. 


In case of rain SummerFest concerts will be cancelled. Please call Parks and Recreation at 821-0514 for cancellations. 





Wednesday, July 12 Wednesday, July 19 Wednesday, July 26 


y. u^ 













Bad News Jazz & Pandemonium Satinwood Storm Front 
Blues Orchestra Legendary Songs Billy Joel Tribute 


Tuesday, August 1* Wednesday, August 9 Wednesday, August 16 Wednesday, August 16 





Trailer Trash Dave Mindell Lindsey Labelle 
Rockin’ Robin 





“Tuesday, August 1, National Night Out Celebration at the School Street Park 
This is a night for America to stand together and promote awareness, safety, and neighborhood unity. National Night Out showcases 


the vital importance of police-community partnerships and citizen involvement in our fight for a safer nation. 


2017 KidsFest 


KidsFest shows will be held at 11:00AM on Veteran’s Green 689 Main Street in front of Phelps Elementary School. 


In case of rain KidsFest shows will be be moved indoors to the Phelps Gymnasium. 


Wednesday, July 12 Wednesday, July 26 Wednesday, August 9 











udy Pancoast Scott Jameson 
Thank you to all of the 2017 Corporate Sponsors!!! 

Agawam Advertiser Allied Flooring & Paint King Ward Coach Lines Peoples Bank 
Agawam Cultural Council Berkshire Power Kix 100.9 Quality Auto 

Agawam Lions Club Bolduc’s Apparel Lucia Lumber Republic Services 

Agawam Parks & Recreation Canary Blomstrom Main Street Deli Sarat Ford 
Agawam Rotary Club Easthampton Savings Moren Signs Westfield Bank 
ICNE OMG 


The support of our Corporate Sponsors made this year’s concerts possible. 


Please patronize these businesses and thank them for providing the 2017 Summerfest and KidsFest. 


